
Brightwell cum Sotwell WI Notices and News
December 2012

Meeting notes:
Nicky welcomed a huge crowd of members and
visitors for our Christmas WI meeting.

Events were read out,  with a special reminder of a
visit to the Christmas Tree Barn planned for the
following day and a trip to the Ashmolean Museum
just after Chrsitmas. Events list below.

The Christmas Walk will be around Brightwell
finishing off with festive refreshments on 19th

December. Karin will email the details but if you
haven’t joined the WI walk before and would like to
join us please ring Karin.

Helen told us of a new opportunity to learn the
basics of using a computer and the new digital
world. There will be a course starting in February.
Also Helen and Liz want to encourage BcS WI
members to become digital champions. Please
contact Helen if you are interested in the course or
in becoming an IT champion.

She also introduced us to the Parish Plan. Most of
us will remember the previous Village Plan of a
few years ago that saw a number of improvements
and additions to the community. Presently they are
at the stage of identifying issues. Helen
encouraged everyone to get involved reminding us
that Councils really do take notice of these plans
and refer to them when spending is planned and
as evidence for new developments.

Mais reminded us that at the next meeting Julie
Summers returns to tell us about her book “When
the children came home – evacuees stories”

Mathew Collins was introduced at this point and
started by telling us about his experiences as a
report on the Travel Show. He was the one who
was sent off with a ticket and a small amount of
money to a different destination each week with no
prior knowledge. His trips took him to a nudist
camp when he took many unbroadcastable
pictures, Ibiza to interview lager louts and to
Russia where he fell in love with a Russian girl.

He then moved on to his travels as a father with
two small boys, travelling around America in a
Motor home and then Canada when he decided to
advertise for a turbo charged granny to
accompany him and the boys. His later trip took
him to Key West at the tip of Florida where his
musically talented boys ended up busking.

He ended up by telling us of his shopping prowess
in turning up at the supermarket close to closing
time to pick up all the bargains as the shop
marked down its perishable goods to practically
nothing.

Of course I can’t do justice to his non-stop 45
minute monologue which was energetic and
extremely funny. We were all chuckling merrily
when we filed off to the refreshments table and
some of us won prizes in the raffle.

Events and Outings

• Ashmolean Museum – Threads of Silk and Gold: Ornamental Textiles
from Japan Wednesday 9th January. Entry to exhibition £4 plus contribution to petrol if
sharing a lift.

• Goldwork Workshop Friday 1st March 10am – 4pm at Snells Hall, East Hendred
Cost £35 excluding threads which are available from tutor for approx. £12-15.



• NFWI AGM Cardiff Saturday 1st June. Coach £18 members, £20 non-members,
Ticket for observers £18. If you want to be an observer at the NFWI AGM email me
anne@honeyball.com  as I have to send off fee and names to OFWI at end of December.

• Goldwork Workshop  Friday 1st March 10am – 4pm. Snells Hall, East Hendred. £35
excluding threads.Hazel Everett will give a hand sewing class that is suitable for
beginners and those with experience of goldwork. She will supply all the specialist
metallic threads and materials, payable on the day approx £12-15.

Top London Musicals in 2013
Singing in the Rain at the Palace Theatre
on Wednesdays
A  Chorus Line at the London Palladium on
Wednesdays
Top Hat at the Aldwych Theatre on
Tuesdays or Thursdays
These special prices are available for parties of 10
or more. Lists will be available for names at
November and December meetings or you can
email me to tell me which interests you.

Next meeting
The First Meeting of 2013 will be on the 8th

January. Julie Summers will be giving a
talk on her latest book “When the Children
came Home – Evacuees Stories”

Merry Christmas
everyone and a
Happy New Year


