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Meeting notes:

To us
(thanks Mais for the
Cake)

Also thanks to Cynthia and her quilting friends for
making the lovely tablecloth.

Nicky welcomed 31 members and 3 visitors to our
first meeting of 2013. News and Views has a new
look now so if you didn’t get a chance to see the
edition this month, do take the opportunity at the
next meeting.

We were sent two resolutions to choose from “ the
Decline of our High Streets and Town Centres”
and “Keeping Young People Suicide Safe on
Line”. The meeting did point out that there was not
enough information about these potential
resolutions, but in the end decided that keeping
young people suicide safe was more important.

Anne Brooker announced that the knitting group
have arranged a “finishing techniques” workshop
on Saturday 15th February. Anyone wanting to
come to this workshop should contact Anne.

BcS are hosting the Didcot Group of Wis spring
meeting, which is on 5th March. People were
reminded to sign up for this. John Ericson will give
a talk on the Shakers of North America, apparently
John went to school when the village hall was the
village school!

After a kafuffle wrestling with lap top, overhead
projector and data projector Julie Summers  began
her talk - “When the children came home –
evacuees stories”  She began by telling us of her
background as Exhibition organiser for the

Ashmolean and her ambition to write about
women’s issues. She started her writing career
with autobiographies on Henry Moore and Ernest
Shackleton then eventually “Stranger in the
House” about her grandfather returning from war.
This last book was welcomed by many people who
had coped with returning from the war or loved
ones returning home. When Julie turned her
attention to evacuees she similarly focused on
what happened when they returned home. There
are many books about the experiences of
evacuation but little on the emotional and physical
readjustment of returning home. Many people
experienced evacuation – lone children, mothers
and children, disabled people, elderly people.  In
the first phase 1.5 million people from big cities.
Evacuation was not compulsory but billeting was,
so many people turned up to meet evacuees not
knowing whether they would be needed or if more
people turned up than there was accommodation.
Of this first wave many children drifted back home
where schools had been closed down.

In 1940 there was a second wave of evacuees
from coastal towns, triggered by a fear of invasion.
This time people were sent inland and some went
abroad. Companies or instituations sponsored
most of those sent aboard. 220,000 ended up in
USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand or South
Africa. Some of these were as young as 5 or 6, so
you can imagine being abroad for 4 or 5 years
they found it very hard to adjust when they came
home. For many the experience resulted in them
having a second family. There were children who
had terrible experiences but for the majority the
experience was warm and kind.

Julie has now turned her attention  to the role of
the  WI  in war time. While the WRVS ran the nuts
of bolts of evacuation the WI arranged welcome
parties and hosted visiting parents.  The WI was
also influential at government level, consulted by
eleven departments.  Look out for JAM Busters
(which will also be a television series).



Events and Outings

• Mongolia and More Wednesday 27th February 10.30am – 3pm at Northcourt Centre,
Abingdon. £15 members, £17 non-members. Jane Grendon talks about two intrepid
sisters travels in Mongolia followed by john Caldicott on the history of the Foundling
Hospital.

• WI Quizz Evening Monday 11th March 7.30pm at Didcot Civic Hall. £12 per team of 4.
This is one of the heats for the NFWI Quiz competition .

• Goldwork Workshop  Friday 1st March 10am – 4pm. Snells Hall, East Hendred. £35
excluding threads.Hazel Everett will give a hand sewing class that is suitable for
beginners and those with experience of goldwork. She will supply all the specialist
metallic threads and materials, payable on the day approx £12-15.

If you wish to go to any of the above please email me anne@honeyball.com
or telephone 0149l 837704 before the end of this month.

• OFWI Council  Meeting with Mark Stacey from Bargain Hunt giving a talk.
Tuesday 26th March 10.45am – 3.30pm at Oxford Town Hall. Cost £8.

• Music Tasters: Carla Maria Weber The First Romantic Tuesday 9th April
10.30am – 12.30pm at Benson Village Hall.  Cost £7.50 members, non-members £9.50

• Speed Craft Thursday 11th April, 10am – 12noon or 1pm – 3pm at Yarnton Village Hall.
Cost £9 members only. This used to be called Dabble Days, a chance to try lots of crafts.

• Adam Henson’s Cotsworld Farm Park Monday 29th April. Cost £23.50 members
only. Coach pick up is in Didcot.

• Cardiff Saturday 1st June. Coach £18 members, £20 non-members. These are the
coaches going up to the NFWI AGM – you can join them just for the coach trip and have a
day out.

Next meeting
The next meeting will be on an Open Meeting the 12th February. Livelihoods from the
chalk of Oxfordshire Chilterns by Dr Bill Horsfield.


