
Meeting Notes

At this meeting we voted for AGM resolution
to support local shops in our high streets by
an overwhelming majority. Mais, who is
going to be our representative this year, will
now be mandated to vote at the AGM on our
behalf. Anne also reported that our members
who took part in the Swimathon (Sandra
Grainge, Marion Symes, Anne Honeyball,
Helen Connor and Anne Brooker completed
the 5 kilometres (40 lengths each).

Sandra told us about the Garden Visits and
Anne about the events (details below). Mais
reminded us that our bulb orders need to be
in by the end of this month. Please write
cheques to Mais Appleton and drop order
into her.

The History of
Witney Blankets.

Valerie Burton gave
us a very entertaining
and informative talk
which included the

techniques of producing blankets, the impact
on the landscape and economy of Witney as
well as the social welfare, family life, work
and social life of people living in and around
the town.

A combination of the quality of the wool from
sheep of the Cotswolds, energy and water
from the Windrush River enabled the growth
of the wool industry in Witney from 1179 if
not before.  Major historic events revolved
around the industry, for instance – Witney
won a contract with the Hudson Bay
Company to produce the blankets which
were traded with native American peoples for
beaver skins, and another to produce
blankets during the Napoleonic war.

The weaving sheds were extremely noisy
which led to weavers becoming expert lip
readers. Valerie told us of one young weaver
boasting to his mates about a night out with a
particular girl which was lip read across the
weaving shed by the girl’s fiancé, leading to
a grand punch up.

Garden Visits
May Sunday 26th Rare Plant Fair Kingston Bagpuize House

June Sunday 9th Rare Plant Fair Waterperry Gardens
Thursday 29thUpper Chalford Farm 4 – 7 pm
Sunday 23rd Annual Pimms Party Adwell House 2.30 – 6 pm
Friday 28th Mill Barn & The Manor, Chalgrove 2 – 5pm

September Sunday 8th Rare Plant Fair Adwell House 11am – 4pm

Please phone Sandra on 01491 839166 if you wish to go to any of these
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Events - Last Chance to Book

• Visit BBC Birmingham Saturday 6th July or 20th July Cost £27 members £30
non-members

• National Trust Tyntesfield near Bristol, coach pick up Nettlebed, Tuesday 16th

July Cost £19 members £21 non members coach only
• WI Diary 2014 This year it has a light jade green cover with silver ribbon to match the

embossed WI crest. Cost £3.60

Please phone Anne on 01491 837704 or email anne@honeyball.com before 30th April for the
above

New Events

• The Supreme Course and Somerset House Wednesday 21st August
Cost of Coach and tours £27 members £30 non members

• RHS Wisley Thursday 5th September RHS entrance £9.75 Coach £18 members £20
non members

• Lecture at Museum of Natural History Oxford Monday 16th September
in the evening costs and times to follow.

• OFWI 2014 Calendar this year with photos of Village greens and ponds £3.50
before 31st July and £4.50 after that date.

Our next WI meeting will be on 11th June. Punch and Judy
with Alix Booth.


