
Brightwell cum Sotwell WI Notices and News
November 2012

Meeting notes:
Nicky welcomed 35 members and 9 visitors. She
drew at tent ion to  ar t ic les  in  the
November/December edition of News and View.
Contact the Elderly, encouraging volunteers to
organise monthly Sunday afternoon tea parties for
small groups of older people in their communities.
Contact them on 0800 716543 or www.contact-
the-elderly.org.uk

The MOD has appealed to WIs and individuals
NOT to send parcels to troops this Christmas so
as not to swamp the mail service and ensure that
mail from family and friends arrive on time.
If you are driving at night and eggs are thrown at
your car, DO NOT STOP or operate your wipers or
windscreen washers. Keep safe just keep driving.
There are three new WI cookery books – WI One-
pot Dishes, WI Traditional Favourites, WI
Homemade Soups. Available at good bookshops
and through www.theWI.org.uk.

Nicky asked for a volunteer to be our delegate at
the national AGM Mais offered to go. There is also
a chance to go as an observer or just to use the
coach for a daytrip to Cardiff. (see events list
below)

We have been sent leaflets from Mears Home
Improvement Services, appointed by SODC to
provide handy person services to enable disabled
and older people to remain independent in their
own homes. Contact 01491 823895 or 823888.
Karin asked whether members wanted to combine
the December walk with a visit to the Ashmolean
in order to see their latest exhibition “Threads of
Silk and Gold – Ornamental Textiles from Meiji
Japan”. Usually the December walk is local ending
in lunch at the Red Lion. It is possible to do the
museum visit on another day. Please let Karin
know what you think on 01491 839978

As well as the trips listed below Anne pointed out
that there are a number of competitions.
Photography Competition - an image that

demonstrates “the value of Midwives”
Lastly the Gold Medal Competition is for a “Textile

Vessel” entry forms to reach Tackley by 7th

December and entries to the competition itself by
27th February.

For the photographers amongst us there is an
early reminder for images for the 2015 calendar
which will be entitled “Quirky Oxfordshire”

The Speaker this month was Mary Acton who
gave us a fascinating talk entitled “Why Modern
Art started to look different 1900-1914”

It was amazing that this dramatic transformation
took place over 100 years ago. Mary explained
that the first, or certainly the most influential was
Picasso’s “les Demoiselles d’Avignon” It shows the
movement away from traditional representation to
more dynamic form, changing the relationship
between artist and viewer. The development of
cubism, inclusion of different perspectives, ideas
from different cultures, the introduction of collage
blurring the differences between painting and
sculpture all began about this time.

What influences brought on these changes? Mary
reminded us that at the end of the 19th and
beginning of the 20th Century - Einstein published
his theory of relativity, X-rays enabled people to
look inside the body, work on cellular biology and
quantum theory began, Freud’s “Interpretation of
Dreams”, Darwin’s “Origin of the Species”, new
philosophies from Neitchse, Bergstrom and others,
as well as the introduction of Movies by the
Lumiere brothers.

Mary showed us slides including paintings by
Picasso, Cezanne, Manet and Munch.

There are additional OFWI 2013 calendars available. Please contact me if you
are interested



Theatre Visits
• Mansfield Park, Oxford Playhouse Thursday 22nd November 2.30pm
Another ticket has become available, please contact me ASAP if you are interested

Events and Outings
• The Tree Barn at Christmas Common Wednesday 12th December 10.30am –

approx 2.30pm Contribution to petrol cost as this will be a car share. Visit to a popular
Christmas retail outlet for trees and decorations followed by lunch.

• Beef Day Friday 25th January 10.30am – 3.30pm. £15 members, £17 non members
Wytham Village Hall. Dr Corri Waitt of the Oxford University Dept of Zoology will be with
us to put us fully in the picture about the production of beef. After lunch a visit to the cattle
in their winter quarters

• NFWI AGM Cardiff Saturday 1st June. Coach £18 members, £20 non-members,
Ticket for observers £18. Working women have requested that this should be  at a
weekend and for the next two years the AGM will be held on a Saturday.

• If you want to be an observer at the NFWI AGM or go on either of the two
visits above please sign up and pay at the December meeting or email me
anne@honeyball.com

• Goldwork Workshop  Friday 1st March 10am – 4pm. Snells Hall, East Hendred. £35
excluding threads.Hazel Everett will give a hand sewing class that is suitable for
beginners and those with experience of goldwork. She will supply all the specialist
metallic threads and materials, payable on the day approx £12-15.

Top London Musicals in 2013
Singing in the Rain at the Palace Theatre on Wednesdays
A  Chorus Line at the London Palladium on Wednesdays
Top Hat at the Aldwych Theatre on Tuesdays or Thursdays
These special prices are available for parties of 10 or more. Lists will
be available for names at November and December meetings or you
can email me to tell me which interests you.

Next meeting
The Christmas meeting will start a little earlier than usual at
7.30pm. pm at the Village Hall. Matthew Collins, who gave
us the much talked about Shakespeare Workshop in the summer, is going to
entertain us. Please bring a friend to this special event.


