
Brightwell cum Sotwell WI Notices and News
October 2012

Meeting notes:
Nicky welcomed 30 members and 9 visitors. The
Christmas meeting will start a little earlier than
usual at 7.30pm. There are two bursaries
advertised in this months News & Views one of
which is still open for applications – the Joyce
Millward Bursary see below for details. Our
attention was drawn to the photo taken at the
Shakespeare workshop this August see below.
Anna told us about the Family History Group that
is starting again meeting on the first Monday of the
month at Anna’s place of work. If you are interest
contact Anna on 01491 836666.  Karin reminded
us of the WI walk, which is every third Wednesday
of the month. This one will be to Warborough.
Olga invited members to sign up for the Didcot
Group Meeting on 26th October at Chilton Village
Hall. Anne gave details of forthcoming events –
see below

Our speaker this month, Malcolm Nelson, gave us
a very amusing talk on his years in customs. “40
years of catching smugglers – part 1”.  It answered
some very interesting questions.

• 

Are we being watched at airports & ports
• What makes customs suspicious
• Do they get tip offs
• Why use dogs

Are we being watched – YES

What makes customs suspicious – people looking
overconfident, arrivals from high risk countries,
people paying cash for tickets, anything really that
doesn’t seem quite right

Do they get tip offs – Yes from detection teams,
the public, custom officers inspecting bags before
they reach the baggage hall, and dogs

Why use dogs – dogs are very successful because
of their highly developed sense of smell. There are
dogs specializing in specific drugs, even dogs that
smell out money.

We all agreed we would like to hear part 2 of 40
years of catching smugglers

We finished with the raffle and refreshments.

Our moment of fame from October News &  Views

Joyce Millward Bursary
This bursary will be drawn on Monday 3rd December at the
Oxford Town Hall. The Board of Trustees will be awarding one
day school and one evening class at Denman College.
Members are invited to apply individually in writing to the OFWI
office, 5 Court Farm Barns, Tackley, Kidlington, OX5 3AL by
Friday 30th November.

As usual the walking groups, reading groups,
knitting and quilting groups are operational. If you
feel you would like to take part contact the
appropriate leader, whose name and telephone
number can be found on your membership card.



Events and Outings
• Trip around the World Tuesday 27th November 10.30am – 3pm at Adderbury. Cost

(including lunch) £15 members, £17 non-members. John Caldcott will take about the
history of the Thomas Coram’s Foundling Hospital, the UK’s oldest children’s charity. In
the afternoon Gabriela will take us round the world with her Ukulele Show.

• Winchester, The Cathedral and Christmas Market Wednesday 28th

November, Cost for coach only £17 members, £19 non-members. The Christmas market
will have over 90 stalls, arts, crafts and festival fare from Britain, Belgium, Austria,
Germany and Hungary. There is also the Cathedral, City Museum, plus military museums
and King Arthur’s Great Hall with Round table. Brooks Shopping Centre and The Square
providing shopping and restaurants.

• Christmas Songs at Oxford Town Hall Monday 3rd December 7.30pm (doors
open 6pm). £8 members, £10 non-members. Packed programme of carols, songs, mince
pies, wine and last minute shopping at the OFWI table.

For these trips email me anne@honeyball.com before the end of this month

• Bewitched a  floral extravaganza with Matthew and Gary of Fabulous Flowers
Abingdon. Tuesday October 30th at Bearwood College, Winnersh. Price £12 contact
Rosemary McGowan on 01280 812609 for tickets.

Theatre Visits
There is one ticket available for

• Mansfield Park, Oxford Playhouse Thursday 22nd November 2.30pm  please contact
me ASAP if you are interested.

Top London Musicals in 2013
Singing in the Rain at the Palace Theatre on Wednesdays
A  Chorus Line at the London Palladium on Wednesdays
Top Hat at the Aldwych Theatre on Tuesdays or Thursdays
These special prices are available for parties of 10 or more. Lists will be available for names at
November and December meetings or you can email me to tell me which interests you.

Next meeting

November 13th 7.45pm at the Village Hall. The talk will be “Why Modern Art started
to look different 1900-1914” by Mary Acton


