
Meeting Notes

   Our meeting on Tuesday 9th 
September was attended by 21 
members and two guests. Anne  
Brooker introduced our speaker 
for the evening, Valerie Sheldon, 
a retired Social worker, who told 
us of her experiences as a 
member of a Fostering panel. 
This is where prospective foster 
parents, after many varied and 
stringent tests, face one of their 
final hurdles. 

         

Anyone over the age of twenty 
one can become a foster parent. 
You just have to prove that you 
are the right person. Sounds 
easy.  Valerie explained how 
difficult it actually is and the 
complexity of the preliminary 
hoops that have to be gone 
through before even reaching 
the interview. The panel has a 

minimum of five personnel, four 
practising social workers and 
one independent person with 
the relevant experience. As a 
retired social worker it was a 
natural progression for Valerie 
who took part in interviewing 
before retiring and continued as 
an independent. She has been 
involved now for eight years. 

        

Toward the end of her talk, 
Valerie presented groups of us 
with some brief case notes on 
four different categories of 
prospective foster parents. We 
were asked to consider the 
cases and pass our opinion on 
the possible outcome. We were 
shocked by the final decisions 
made after the interviews. 
    
The evening gave great insight 
into the pros and cons of 
fostering and the many reasons 
behind  the need for such in-
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depth observations and 
considerations, some of which 
might have seemed very 
intrusive to the ordinary person. 
Not all recommendations were 
successful as was illustrated by 
one of the cases we considered 
and the outcome was not a 
happy one for the child in 
question. We were all rather 
chastened by the result. 

Anne thanked Valerie for her 
interesting and thought 
provoking talk and moved on to 
the business of the evening. 
Three items were brought to 
our attention. The calendar for 
2016, the Didcot group meeting 
and a village walk.  

For the calendar which has as 
its theme ‘Colourful 
Oxfordshire’  photographs 
should be at the Tackley office 
by 31st October.
 
The Didcot group meeting is at 
Cholsey on Wednesday 29th 
October and there will be a talk 
by Bob Harding-Jones, a poet 
and journalist. Should be 
entertaining and for just £3.00 
with refreshments. Please let 
Olga know if you can attend. 
839592

 Garden visits are over for this 
year but there is an informative 
walk around the village on 8th 
October led by Bill Horsfield. He 
will be discussing and pointing 
the various attributes of our 
historic houses. Starting at 

10.00am from the Memorial and 
ending at the Red Lion at 12.00 
noon. Open to all. Ring 832041 
to put your name down. 

Last Chance to book for: 
Rupert’s Yuletide Tale.  
Wednesday 29th October at 
Kirtlington Village Hall 10.30am 
- 3pm £16 members, £18 non-
members.

Cotswolds Re-Visited A 
Ramble in Churchill. 
Wednesday 22nd and Friday 24th 
October 10am £4.50 members 
only. 

Pleas let Olga know if you are 
interested in any of the above. 
01491 839592

New Events. 
Stand up and be Heard 6th 
November  Learn how to speak 
in public. Tackley OFWI  
Members  only £19.50. 

Bath Christmas Market  2nd 
December  Pickup at Redbridge 
P/R or Nettlebed.  Coach only 
£20.00  Members £22.00  Non-
Members.

Christmas Songs 7th December  
at Oxford Town Hall. Members 
£8.50 Non-Members 10.50  
7.30pm Doors open 6pm 
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