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Having Hilary Beale tell us of the history of the Samaritan's Purse, of it's small beginnings to 

the world wide organisation that it is now made us aware of two things.  Firstly that Christmas 

is approaching faster than we would like and secondly how fortunate we are in this country. It 

was very humbling to hear of children across the world that Christmas never reaches, well 

certainly not on December 25th as it does here. The Operation Christmas Child ensures that 

some children will receive a gift for themselves at some point during the year as pointed out 

by the complexity of the whole process, from the filling of the boxes by generous people,  to 

their distribution. There is an excellent video accessible on their website - 

samaritan's -purse.org.uk   which illustrates in depth the work of those involved. Liz Parker, at

the Free Church in Sotwell Street is  a representative in Brightwell of the project and  there is

always room for more volunteers. If you feel inspired to help all you have to do is cover a

shoebox with Christmas wrapping and fill  it with all sorts of goodies for children who have

nothing. Guidelines of the age  and gender of the child and suitable inclusions are shown on

the leaflets which can be found on the table in St Agatha's. 

Coming up before our next meeting is a garden visit on Sunday 2nd October to Radcot House,

Radcot, Oxon., just over a mile from Clanfield. There is an entry fee of £5.00 as the garden is

open under the NGS  scheme. I understand that it is particularly nice to visit in the Autumn. 

Journey of 45 minutes by car . If you are interested, even though it is a Sunday, please let

Marion Symes know on  837175. 

  .                                                                                                                Margaret Smith


