
The WI 
BRIGHTWELL-CUM-SOTWELL 

Meeting notes 12th September 2017 

The last minute cancellation of our speaker meant we had to find a 
replacement at short notice – and John Fieldsend turned out to be quite a 
find!  The title was ‘Kinder Transport’ which was the trains that brought 
child Jewish refugees to Britain in 1939. But his talk was much more than 
that. He introduced himself as ‘a survivor’ – as a boy of 7 he had 
travelled with 600 other Jewish children on one of those trains with his 
brother. He gave us a personal life story: from the happy upbringing in 
Dresden, Germany until Hitler came to power and all changed to the 
escape of his family, first to Czechoslovakia and then having to say 
goodbye to his parents and set off on the train journey to start a new life 
here in Britain. He was fostered and brought up in Sheffield, went to 
university to study electrical engineering and later took a degree in 
theology to become a vicar. Quite a life ! There is more to read in his 
book – ‘A Wondering Jew’, copies of which he sold to several of us. 
He speaks regularly at the National Holocaust Centre and he asked for a 
donation to it rather than a speaker’s fee. We thought some of you might 
like to make a personal donation too, and some money was left in the 
envelope I put on the table which I will send on. If anyone else would 
like to donate please give me an envelope or put it through my door 
(Mead Cottage, Mackney lane), by end of this week if possible as I want 
to send it off and thank him for coming. 

Under business: 
x Following our successful trip in August to Ham House and the 

Palladian Thames walk, we have given Jason a personal thank you 
gift of wine. We are unable (under WI rules) to donate funds to the 
Thames Strategy Trust as it’s not a local charity, so we put an 
envelope for donations. If anyone still wants to donate can you see 
Gill Dexter before end September (3 Church lane) so she can send 
something in.

x If you have not had your password for MYWI, see Jan’s email or 
latest WI Life for advice on how to get on. 



x News and Views - Still just time to book on to ‘ Mayhem and 
Murder ’ day at Didcot, 9 November  –  contact Olga.

x Unfortunately the Christmas Market and Thames river trip 
organised by Long Wittenham WI on 30 November has filled up, 
but there might be a few drop outs , so let me know if you want to 
go on waiting list and I can pass on names to them. 

Helen Connor

 


