
Report of the NFWI AGM at Bournemouth on Wednesday 5th June 2019

The meeting started at 10.30 with (of course) Jerusalem which was, as always, most
uplifting when sung by many hundreds of voices.

The appointment  of  returning  Officers  and Tellers  and the  Adoption  of  Standing
Orders was read by Pat Tulip (Denman chair {now retired}) and agreed.

Lynne Stubbings (National Chair) gave the Chair’s address, mentioning a range of
activities that the WI has been involved in over the past year: Campaigning - as at
the end of October we will have had 100 years of WI’s campaigning; Sport which
included Bowls;  Walking Netball  where 400 WIs have already signed up and 92
more are ready to start (evidently there is a team at Berinsfield – must check it out).

Julia  Roberts  gave  her  Treasurer’s  statement,  which  as  always,  I  found  totally
bewildering despite having read the necessary pages in the WI Annual Review.  If
you want to know more you can search NFWI Annual Accounts and up it comes.  My
interest is always Denman, which sadly still had a net deficit of £37K.  Julia ended
her Denman financial bit saying that the future seems bright for Denman – at last
something positive from the board!  

Referring to Gift Aid Julia asked members to look at “My WI” to see how the rules
have changed

Vice Chair Ann Jones is the NFWI Climate Ambassador who spoke about recent
snow in Queensland Australia and the need to raise awareness locally.  (Hilary Dix is
the  Oxfordshire  Ambassador  email  her  hilary.dix@oxfordshirewi.co.uk if  you  are
going to the Climate Change Awareness lobby day at Westminster on 26 th June or
are interested in becoming your WI’s ambassador)

The first Resolution “A call against the decline in local bus services” had the Chief
Executive of the Charity for Sustainable Transport, Darren Shirley, speak about the
cuts  in  particularly  to  the  rural  bus  service  and  the  proposer  from  Burniston  &
Cloughton WI in N Yorkshire and the seconder spoke about the cuts and the effects
it is having on people especially in more rural areas, of the difficulties people have in
both towns and the countryside of getting work and to appointments in hospitals, job
agencies and probation offices etc. by public transport.  The gentleman who spoke
against the resolution felt the same but stated that it just isn’t worth it to the bus
companies (profit-wise I guess) to run buses on routes where there aren’t the people
using  them any  more.  (Catch  22  situation  suppose  –  fewer  buses  running  less
reliably = less people being dependent on them).

Because of the WIs long association with Mental Illness our morning speaker was
Lord Bradley of Withington who is Chair of the Care Not Custody Coalition. He spoke
about the work they do and explained that a large percentage of men, women and
youth prisoners have mental problems before they go to prison.  He also told us that
research  has  shown  that  short  term  prison  sentences  for  women  are  far  more
detrimental than beneficial as they often lead to the break- up of families (whereas if
a man/father  goes into  prison it  seems that it  is  generally more likely there is a
women at home who keeps the family together).  
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Before we stopped for lunch prizes were awarded for the Huxley Cup “Rural Scene”
theme  flower arranging competition which was won by a Cheshire member and the
short  story  writers competition  by a member from Cumbria  Cumberland and the
Elizabeth Bell Award for a Digital Story competition – not sure who won that.  

The afternoon session started with a couple of Constitutional resolutions which were
passed

And then we had our 2nd Public Affairs resolution – Don’t fear the Smear.  We were
told that there are 3,200 diagnoses each year with cancer through the smear and
that in the year 2016 two million women did not take up the offer to have a smear –
this means that by about 2040 this generation will be 50-54 years old and HPV and
cervical cancers which can take 20 years to show. This means that they fear that
could be a 50% increase of cancer.  No-one really understands why there is such a
drop-off of women prepared to have the smear.  There are some mistaken ‘facts’
circulated i.e. No need after a hysterectomy or that gay women do not need to have
the smear, and it is possible that factors such as that there is more sexual abuse or
that women have more sexual partners that could be reasons for women not wanting
the smear.  There is research being undertaken at present for self-testing – no one
seemed quite sure how that will work.  At the moment the NHS stop giving women
the smear when they reach 65.   It was thought that the smear should continue until
at least 70, if not longer.  One member stood up to say that she had lost two friends
in their  late 70s from cervical  cancer.   2 women lose their  lives every day from
cervical cancer.  The message was to definitely encourage all females to have the
smear.

Our Guest Speaker for the afternoon was Maggie Philbin; broadcaster and CEO of
the award-winning organisation “Teen Tech” and what a bundle of fun she was!  She
took  us  through  her  career  and  explained  how  she  has  always  fought  against
misogynistic  attitudes during  her  work  life  as  a  broadcaster  and  that  it  was  her
daughter her first got her involved in something called “Teen Tech”.  Maggie had
thought  that  she  was  only  doing  one  programme  but  that  Teen  Tech  is  now
worldwide – you’d better google that too!  I  could have listened to her for much,
much longer.

We then heard the results of the Resolutions:

1 Local Bus Service – 5729 FOR - 262 AGAINST – 96% in favour

2 Don’t Fear the Smear – 5788 FOR - 194 AGAINST – 97% in favour

Lynne’s “Chair’s Remarks” at the end of the meeting, called for more volunteers in
Federations and more WI Advisers – they had 34 new WI advisers last year and 36
undertook Refresher courses.

Lynne was thanked by one of the Federation Chairs

We finished  with  a  sort  of  photo  snap  show of  the  year  of  member’s  activities
accompanied by upbeat music before we sang Jerusalem (again) and Land of my
Fathers in Welsh (twice!).



Please do encourage your members to go to an NF AGM if they get the opportunity
as  being  together  with  so  many members  helps  everyone feel  the  strength  and
power of such a vibrant group of women – and also the opportunity to meet and chat
to many members throughout the day – and the meeting is pretty interesting too!

I sort of stopped all things WI when I retired from the NF Board (in 2009ish I think)
and going to  the AGM this year  has reawakened my enthusiasm and made me
remember why I spent so many years involved.  

I thoroughly enjoyed my trip to Bournemouth! 

Thank you

Liz 


