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Choose the Resolutions

19 Members braved the weather to discuss the proposed resolutions.  
There were 5 and each were introduced in turn.

Jan talked about “A Call to increase potential stem cell donor 
registration” pointing out that we were probably too old to actually 
donate (cut off at age 55) but could influence our families. The 
procedure is a bit time consuming (4 hours) as the blood is extracted 
from one arm and then cells taken out before it is re-introduced via the 



other arm. But not as intrusive as bone marrow extraction.

Female crash test dummies was introduced by Janis. As women are 
more likely to die in a crash than men, the proposed resolution urges 
the government to mandate equitable testing of dummies.

The safety results released by EuroNCAP are not broken down by 
gender therefore it is not possible to identify which vehicles are safest 
for female drivers. The lack of available female-specific safety data 
has been highlighted by researchers.

End modern slavery – Annie spoke of this. A growing problem both in 
the UK and internationally and the WI could help build awareness and 
action on an issue that is increasingly worsening and is not widely 
understood. It could positively complement the NFWI’s work on 
violence against women and trafficking, and uphold its reputation in 
pioneering action on important issues that may be hidden from public 
view.

Gill introduced the “Time to talk about death and dying” resolution. 
Beginning with saying that the group were probably comfortable with 
this topic but younger families may not be and it is important that they 
are aware of the wishes of those near to dying. Organisations like 
MacMillan have produced a check list for use by families. This was 
one of several resolutions with the same subject.

Finally Helen talked about Protecting our precious Helium. Used 
widely in MRI scanning, this is a finite natural resource and as yet 
there is no alternative. Main reserves are in Texas, Algeria, Qatar, 
Russia and Australia, where helium is captured as a by-product of 
natural gas extraction. The field in the USA is set to close by 2021. 
Helium used for party balloons is not as pure but there is a call for a 
ban on them.

Lively discussion ensued regarding all the proposed resolutions. And 
continued as we had a break for refreshments (lovely birthday cake 
from Amanda) and both she and Karen produced lovely nibbles!

                              The votes are in and counted.



                              Stem Cell Donation – 11 votes
                              End Modern Slavery – 8 votes

We will be sending in the final figures to OFWI shortly. Anyone who 
was not at the meeting but would like to register a vote please email 

Annie by Tuesday 28th January at the latest.

Helen asked for volunteers for a “Make do & Mend” workshop at The 

Cartshed on Wednesday 5th February, the cost is £28 for a 2-course 
meal which includes a welcome drink.

Also this year being the 75th Anniversary of VE Day the village will be 

celebrating on Friday (Bank Holiday) 8th May with a street party and 
we all know that means cakes by WI!!

Upcoming events from News & Views:

Last call for the: The Historic Knitter (closing date January 24th) all 
day event at Benson and the Health & Wellbeing Day at Didcot Civic 

Centre Monday 24th February.  Anyone wishing to go to these two 
events please email Olga payment will need to be made immediately 
due to cut off dates. 

New this month: A coach trip to Museum of London and Postal 

Museum Monday 27th April (includes a fish & chip supper!). Finally

When The Dogs Don’t Bark at Benson on Tuesday 28th April a talk 
by Angela Gallop a forensic pathologist. Sign up sheets will be 
available for both at our next meeting.

At our next meeting on Tuesday 
11th February we are pleased 
to welcome Barbara Hately who 



will be telling us about the 
Changi Quilts and how they 
were created by women interned 
by the Japanese 
in Changi Prison during the 
Second World War.

This is a fascinating slice of 
history and Barbara is a very 
knowledgeable speaker.

All visitors are welcome; why not bring a friend!  

The Committee is suggesting a monthly lunch meet, following on from 
our successful Christmas Supper. The first date has been confirmed 

as Tuesday 18th February at Steventon Bakery – Gill has a sign up 
sheet.

Margaret and Jean ran the raffle as Cynthia was not well, we wish her 
a speedy recovery.

2020 subscriptions are now due

Janis will circulate details of payment methods separately

Link up coffee morning



Monday 20th January 10-12am 
Root One café,
everyone welcome!
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