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Being Chairman is a huge honour and a great 

responsibility and I have been proud to hold 

the position during the Centenary Year of our 

amazing Oxfordshire WI. Many times I looked 

back at the names of my predecessors, some 

of them familiar, several preceded by titles! It 

was always with awe knowing the work the role 

requires not just personally, but by those around 

us. Thank you to my fellow trustees and our 

committee members, those of you running your 

own WIs and all our members who understand 

the real value of the organisation, and to our loyal 

and hard-working staff at Tackley; to my friends 

who say ‘you’re never available!’ - but particularly 

my partner Chris who has worked as I hard as 

I have to keep the show on the road – dinners 

cooked, shopping done, house cleaned, cat fed, 

phone answered, messages taken (if not always 

passed on!!!), documents sanity checked and my 

frustrations calmed. He’s advised me when not to 

send a few emails and told me to go to bed when 

I’m crotchety and exhausted. He’s been a tower of 

strength. To all of them I say – I’ll be spending more 

time with you now – if I’m not cleaning, shopping 

or cooking or better still, sewing, pottering in the 

garden, out to lunch or on holiday! 

Thank you to you all for your kindness and support 

and I look forward to being a more active member 

of my own lovely WI. 

 

Jane Probitts - 01491 682183 
chair@oxfordshirewi.co.uk
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Your Chairman’s Letter

I always thought it would be a computer virus 

that would create major disruption to modern 

life, but at the end of February it seems it is a 

virus threatening public health that is causing 

us all concern and as a federation I assure 

you we are closely monitoring the advice from 

government particularly concerning public 

gatherings. By the time you read this I shall 

have stepped down from the role of Chairman 

at the end of the Oxfordshire Annual Meeting. 

I’m sure it will feel a poignant moment – mixed 

emotions of pride at what we have achieved 

together, frustration at what I haven’t been able 

to deliver despite the best of intentions, and it all 

tinged with sadness at some of the friends and 

colleagues we have lost along the way. 

I know I am leaving the Oxfordshire WI in good 

hands and by now we will all know the identity of 

the new Chairman, Treasurer and Vice Chairmen. 

I wish them all well and the strength and vision to 

take the WI forward with boldness and inspiration 

to a secure future. Oxfordshire WI faces some 

tough decisions – how to ensure a sustainable 

future in an environment where the income on 

investments no longer pays the rent on the offices, 

at a time when it has become increasingly difficult 

to fundraise. The members’ needs are also 

changing and we have to recognise that ‘one size 

doesn’t fit all’ when it comes to communication, 

paying for event tickets, the type of events wanted, 

or even the role of the volunteers. The trustees at 

all levels of our organisation are volunteers and it 

is becoming ever more important to have the right 

mix of skills in these roles. While possessing great 

cake-making skills, craft talent or an interest in 

campaigning will always feature in the WI, the 

needs of a modern charitable organisation are 

additionally focussed on strategic thinking, digital 

skills, event organising, marketing and financial 

understanding. If you feel you might have some of 

these skills to support the Oxfordshire WI board 

or committees, along with vision and some time 

and energy to give, why not get in touch with the 

new Chairman?
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FROM CRIME SOLVER to CRIME WRITING          

LITERARY LUNCH with author 

CLARE MACKINTOSH

Horton cum Studley Village Hall, OX33 1BF

Thursday 18 June  

12 noon – 3pm (approx.)

Clare was a Police 

Inspector in the Thames 

Valley force before she 

took up her writing. She 

was the founder member 

of Chipping Norton Literary Festival and co-

founder of West Oxfordshire WI.

Clare is patron of the Silver Star Society, a 

charity based at the John Radcliffe Hospital in 

Oxford, which supports parents facing high-risk 

or difficult pregnancies. She lives in North Wales 

with her husband and three children.

Please indicate any dietary requirements when 

booking your place. There will be a table plan 

and all seats will be allocated beforehand.   

Cost: Members £25, Non-members £28 

Closing date: Friday  5 June

WHY A HEADTEACHER TURNED TO CRIME

LITERARY LUNCH with author VERA MORRIS 

Benson Parish Hall OX10 6LZ

Thursday 23 July 

12 noon – 3pm (approx.)

Vera Morris has always enjoyed reading crime 

novels, but as a headteacher of an Oxfordshire 

secondary school, the closest she got to creative 

writing were the governors’ reports. On retiring, 

she decided to join a creative writing class and 

soon discovered a vivid imagination was not 

From Your Board of Trustees

ACWW
ACWW Rep – Mary Gregory

(Associated Country Women of the World)

A huge thank you 

to Mary Gregory of 

Duns Tew WI who has 

been our Associated 

Country Women of 

the World (ACWW) 

Representative for 

the past six years and who stepped down 

from the role at the end of March. She has 

worked tirelessly giving talks around the 

county, fundraising for the projects supported 

by Oxfordshire WI, writing articles for this 

enough; she had to learn how to write fiction, 

discovering such matters as points of view, 

plotting, hooks, blurbs and strap lines.

Several years later her first crime novel, 

Some Particular Evil was published. This 

was the first of The Anglian Detective 

Agency series, set in the 1970s, on the 

remote and haunting coast of Suffolk, 

an area she knows and loves.  

Vera has just finished editing the fourth novel, The 

Ship of Death, to be published by Headline, in 

October, 2020, and has started researching for the 

fifth, The Great Shroud. 

This is the second in our series of Literary 

Lunches this summer and is a wonderful 

opportunity to hear Vera Morris talk about 

her transition from headteacher to successful 

author, while enjoying a relaxing and delicious 

lunch including a glass of wine. There will be the 

chance to meet Vera and purchase her novels. 

Please indicate any dietary requirements when 

booking your place. There will be a table plan and 

all seats will be allocated beforehand.

Cost: Members £25, Non-members £28

Closing date: Friday 3 July 

page, attending conferences and not forgetting 

gathering up all that foreign money you have 

donated and converting it into wonderful 

donations to ACWW. 

Here is a reminder of the three 

current projects we are supporting:

PROJECT 1054  -   Safe drinking water for 

families of low caste Arunthathiya and Dalits in 

rural India where 755 families will benefit

PROJECT 1059  -   Improving access to safe 

water for rural women in Kisiwa, Western Kenya 

where the number of beneficiaries will be 800

PROJECT 1067  -   Drought mitigation through 

alternative water management in Uganda where 

the number of beneficiaries will be 418

Send any cheques direct to ACWW, AO4 

Parkhall, 40 Martell Road, London SE21 

8EN. A reminder that when donating, all your 

cheques should be made payable to; ACWW 

WI PfF and on the reverse please write ‘WE 

FUND Sustainable Water’. This will ensure 

your donation will be allocated to the correct 

fund and projects.

We have no-one to take on this important role 

so if you have any interest and would like to 

know more please do contact the Tackley office.

From Creative Arts to Science, History and Culture to                   
Life Skills and Wellbeing, Summer School o�ers learning 
experiences and entertainment for all ages. 
01672 892388 | summerschool.co.uk

12 July to 8 August 2020
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DIRECTORY UPDATES
Page 31 Charlbury WI. Email is 

charlburywi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

Page 37 Folly Dollies WI. New venue, Sudbury 

House Hotel SN7 7AA. New time 7.30pm 

Page 63 Waterstock & Tiddington WI. 

Email is caroline@leadershipsystems.co.uk

All details for new OFWI Directory are 

taken directly from MCS so it is vital that 

your records are correct and up to date. 

Please update any new officers following 

your Annual Meeting and all the details that 

appear in the Directory. Your confirmation 

slip should have been returned by  1 April.

@OXFORDSHIRE EMAIL ADDRESSES
Many WIs are now using their own @oxfordshire 

email address. This means personal emails 

don’t have to be used or published on websites, 

Facebook etc. When there is a change of officers 

no corrections need to be made. All committee 

members can be given access to the email 

and can also then access OFWI documents 

on SharePoint, the cloud based system. If you 

would like to set this up, please contact the 

office. Training is also available.

COUNTY MEMORIAL BURSARY FUND
We have received donations from the following:

Botley WI in memory of Sue Webb

Cropredy WI  in memory of Jean Butler

Appleton & Besselsleigh WI in memory of 

Margaret Conway

Barford St Michael & St John WI in memory 

of Ann Beesley

PAT EADES MEMORIAL FUND
We have donations from the following:
Virginia Lawrence                                            
Graeme Gettings                                             
Catherine Blaxhall                                            
Cropredy WI                                                       
Thameside Group                                            
Steeple Aston WI                                             
Appleton & Besselsleigh WI 
Stoke Row WI

From Your Federation Office
  Linda Mustill, Federation Secretary fedsec@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

ENCLOSURES
London Opera House
Birmingham – a thousand trades
Art Taster event
Presidents & Secretaries Workshops
Compton Acres
2 x Literary Lunches

ACTIVITIES ON APRIL PAYMENT SHEET
Birmingham – a thousand trades
London Opera House
Art Taster event
Presidents & Secretaries Workshops
Compton Acres
Literary Lunches
Additional News & Views
Additional New members

NEWSLETTER PACKING – REMINDER
Packing of the May  issue will take place on 

21 April  by a team from Deddington WI. 

Pauline Goddard, Federation Treasurer

Any queries, please don’t hesitate to contact me via the 

Federation Office 01869 331081 or directly on my home 

phone 01869 240663 or treasurer@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

SUBSCRIPTIONS We are now in the second 

quarter of the new members’ subscription rates. 

Any new member joining the WI (who has not 

been a member of any WI during the last ten 

years) during the period 1 April to 30 June can 

pay a pro-rata subscription of £32.25. The WI 

will keep £15.83 and the sum of £16.42 (£7.50 for 

OFWI and £8.92 for NFWI) should be sent to the 

office as soon as possible.

Dual Members will pay £21.10 which applies to 

new members who join at any time during the 

year.

Please remember only brand new members 

joining the WI for the first time (i.e. who have 

not previously been a member of any WI in the 

past 10 years) pay the pro-rata subscription 

depending on the quarter in which they join.

TREASURERS TRAINING DAYS  meant for 

all Treasurers, new and experienced. Tuesday 

28 April, Friday 1 May, Saturday 2 May and 

Tuesday 5 May. Full details were in March News 

& Views so please phone the office if you would 

like to attend as there may still be a few places 

left for this important training for treasurers.

Cost: £12 (members only)

  Choice Living independently and choosing the 
right care for you

  Comfort Enjoying familiar surroundings

  Close to loved ones Remain at home with 
your partner, pets and be close to your family and friends

  Simple contract No hidden fees or extras

  Recommended 80% of doctors surveyed 
would recommend being cared for in your home*

  Regulated Promedica24 is proud to provide 
a fully regulated care service, giving you peace of mind that 
we provide a consistent care service that is inspected by the 
Care Quality Commission.

Call Bob on 01865 521 989
or 07850 535 557 to discuss our
bespoke care at home packages or visit our
website to discover more www.promedica24.co.uk

Live life as you choose with
live-in care & companionship
Care home or care at home? If you are 
struggling to look after yourself, your house 
or a loved one, Promedica24 can give you 
the full time assistance you need to continue 
living a safe and independent life at home.
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Chairman - Catherine Blaxhall 
01367 241500  /  07736 698738 
catherine.blaxhall@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

Congratulations to all of you who 

responded so enthusiastically to the 

2019/20 Membership Challenge. It was 

wonderful to hear what you had done to 

attract new members and to know how 

successful you were – Inspiring Women!  A 

total of 414 new members were recruited 

during the year which is fantastic!  

The challenge this year is to make your WI 

the most inspiring it can be. If you were 

at our 2020 Annual Meeting in the Town 

Hall last month you will know that the new 

challenge is a competition to produce an 

inspiring programme for your 2020/21 WI. 

We are thrilled that the family of the late 

Pat Eades who died so suddenly and 

unexpectedly last December and was a 

serving Trustee and WI Adviser, has kindly 

offered to donate a trophy (possibly a rose 

bowl) in her memory and this will become 

an annual challenge for our WIs. 

The programme should be attractive, 

eye catching and be something that if a 

member of the public picked it up, they 

would immediately feel that YOUR WI is 

the one they want to join! The competition 

will be judged by Patience Broad who is 

the Lead Trainer for NFWI. The programme 

should show all the activities your WI is 

offering in 2020/21 and the winner will be 

announced at the 2021 Annual Meeting. 

There are no rules  - you can be as creative 

as you like and we look forward to seeing all 

your entries. Please send your completed 

programmes to the federation office 

marked on the envelope ‘WI Programme 

Competition’. Good Luck!

Closing Date for entries: 1  December 2020.

WI Advisers

 

Congratulations to Kay Shortland on her 

appointment as a WI Adviser.

 

This is the latest group of trainee WI 

Advisers at Denman. If you would like to 

come and observe a Membership Support  

meeting, see what being a WIAs is all 

about, please contact me 

I’M NEW IN YOUR AREA…!
…..and I’m a bit lonely and would like to 

meet new people and make friends. I really 

do need to get out and meet people. I’d 

love to meet some other ladies for fun and 

friendship – “What about the WI? - the very 

thing!” I hear you say.

Imagine my disappointment when I type into 

the www ‘Hedgeville WI’ and find no results, 

sigh… Ah well. I look in local papers and 

magazines too, nothing is mentioned about 

our village having a WI. I try a nearby town, 

not really much there either. I think I’ll join 

the U3A – it says here they meet in the Town 

Hall on the 3rd Thursday of every month.

Does this apply to YOUR WI? Are they well-

advertised on the internet? Have a look at 

what comes up if you do a random search 

on your WI’s name. Do you appear? Is it 

exciting? Is it friendly and welcoming?

Look in local village and town publications, 

too. For example, I live in Blewbury, where 

we feature in a hard copy village newsletter, 

we have a Facebook page and the WI has its 

own internet presence. However, we could 

advertise in Wallingford Round & About and 

the Didcot Herald. So many opportunities!

Information might simply cover the day of 

the month, venue where you meet and a 

contact  number. On occasion, it might also 

cover a special event you are holding, a 

bring and buy sale, an ‘open’ talk, a coffee 

morning etc.

If you are stuck for text, your WI Adviser 

can give you 2-3 short snappy sentences 

to use. Come on WIs, spread the word and 

share the joy about how much we all love 

being in our great organisation.

Graeme Gettings. Press Officer

MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT

MCS Month
April is MCS month and it is vital that 

the information on it is up to date, and 

accurate. Please check your details this 

month as the information held there is 

used for creating our annual Directory 

and if it is incorrect, your details in the 

Directory will also be incorrect! Your 

confirmation form should have been 

returned to the office by 1st April, so 

please do send it urgently now.

PRESIDENTS & 
SECRETARIES WORKSHOPS
Saturday 23 May 2020 – 

Stanford in the Vale Village Hall 12-3pm

Monday 1 June 2020 – 

Harwell Village Hall 12-3pm

Tuesday 2 June 2020 - 

OFWI Office, Tackley 6-9pm

If you are a new President or Secretary (or 

an existing one who would like a refresher), 

our Presidents & Secretaries Workshops 

are a must. Meet fellow Presidents & 

Secretaries and let our WI Adviser team 

guide you through the ins and outs of the 

roles. The cost of attendance is £6 per 

person and this can be paid for by your WI. 

The workshops will be held in three venues 

across the county, which we hope will make 

it easier for you to attend:

Cost: Members only £6

Closing date: 15 May 2020

Finally, I would like to welcome all the new 

Presidents, Secretaries and Treasurers 

who were elected last month and wish 

you a very happy and successful WI year 

ahead. The Membership Support team is 

here to help you so please do not hesitate 

to contact us if you have any queries or 

questions at all – no question is too silly!

Thank you all for helping to make your WI 

the best it can be.
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“WHEN THE DOGS DON’T BARK” WITH 
PROFESSOR ANGELA GALLOP CBE
Tuesday 28 April 2020

Benson Parish Hall  OX10 6LZ

10.00am -12.30pm

Come and join us for coffee and cake and meet 

a real – life woman forensic pathologist, Angela 

Gallop. You will be able to purchase her new 

book on the day and please bring your own mug 

if possible. Full details in March News & Views.

Cost: Members £13.00, Non - members £15.00 

Closing date: contact the office for ticket 

availability.

THE HISTORIC KNITTER 
AND PENDELLS WAR

Trine (WIshh) and Tracy (Home & Garden) 

combined their teams to run a very successful 

joint Oxfordshire WI event at Benson.

It was interactive and fun. The two committees 

provided a delicious lunch. Fay Pendell gave an 

excellent, passionate talk about her Dad, and 

some very interesting knitwear was tried on.

Chairman – Pauline Goddard   01869 240663 

pbgwendlebury@gmail.com

COMBINED ARTS

ART TASTER EVENT with Lynne Ward
Benson Parish Hall, OX10 6LZ

Tuesday 23 June 2020

10am – 12.30pm

Following on from the successful ‘Young 

Rembrandt’ exhibition currently featuring at the 

Ashmolean, we are delighted to announce that 

Lynne Ward, from the Ashmolean Educational 

Team, will once again give us further insight 

into this fascinating artist during his younger 

years. Rembrandt – or to give him his full name, 

Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn – was born in 

Leiden but went on to produce his most famous 

works in Amsterdam.

As usual the morning will be split into two 

halves, with an opportunity during the short 

break to purchase a drink, (please bring your 

own mug) buy a raffle ticket and see what 

goodies are available on the sales table.

Then Lynne will regale us with further tales 

from the Ashmolean.

All-in-all a wonderful morning and the chance 

to talk to someone with insider facts about 

one of the world’s greatest artists.

Cost: Members £11, Non-members £13

Closing date: Friday 5 June 

ROYAL OPERA HOUSE
Thursday 28 May

You don’t have to be an opera buff to enjoy 

this… One of London’s most prestigious 

theatres is opening its doors for a behind the 

scenes guided tour.

We will be travelling to London in the 

morning and will be split into groups of 

about 20 for this exciting opportunity to see 

what really goes on behind closed doors. 

Tours take about an hour. You won’t be 

kicking your heels in the meantime because 

ROH is situated adjacent to Covent Garden 

with its colourful, shops, coffee bars and of 

course, the street entertainers. We’ll try to 

make only two pick up points as we know it 

gets tedious to circumnavigate Oxfordshire 

for an hour or so before you’ve even left the 

county borders.

Provisional coach pick up points: 

Pear Tree Services and Nettlebed 

Cost: Members £35, 

Non-Members £38 (includes entry fees.)

Closing date: 1 May

© Willy Barton / shutterstock

   Virginia Lawrence 01865 331521 
  sv.lawrence@btopenworld.com

AFTERNOON TEA
AT DENMAN 

WITH FLORAL ART 

DEMONSTRATION

Wednesday 29 July  

1.30pm – 5pm

A lovely opportunity for Oxfordshire members 

to visit our College and to see all the facilities 

it has to offer. Your visit starts at 1.30pm with 

a floral art demonstration by one of Denman’s 

own tutors. This is followed by a short guided 

DENMAN tour of the main house and a delicious Premium 

Afternoon Tea. 

We are pleased to have held the cost at last year’s 

price of just £20 and hope anyone who has not yet 

had the chance to visit Denman will take up this 

wonderful offer. As usual there is always time to 

look round the beautiful gardens and to visit both 

shops on site. Book now to avoid disappointment.

Cost: £20.00 payable to OFWI and sent with SAE 

to OFWI, 5 Court Farm Barns, Tackley, Kidlington 

OX5 3AL. Queries to Virginia Lawrence 01865 

331521 or sv.lawrence@btopenworld.bom. 

Closing date: 2 July 

© Africa Studios / Shutterstock.com

Chairman – Trine Lucy  01235 535243  

trine.lucy@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

WISHH - WORLD IN SCIENCE, 
HERITAGE & HISTORY  

©
 E

verett H
istorical  / shutterstock.com
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Chairman – Tracy Strain 01235 765285   
   tracy.strain@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

OUT & ABOUT

After lunch we meet up again with our 

Guide and we go to visit the quirky Newman 

Brothers Coffin Works.  Rest assured this visit 

is not at all gruesome as Newman Brothers 

actually just make the coffin furniture – that 

is the handles, name plates etc. Set in an 

atmosphere which is truly vintage, it will 

really be good fun. 

We will leave the Coffin Works at 4.45pm 

for the journey home after a thoroughly 

enlightening and informative day. 

There is a total walking distance of 

approximately 800 metres.

Provisional coach pick up points;

Tuesday 9 June: 

Nettlebed and Didcot.

Wednesday 10 June: 

Redbridge and Pear Tree Services

Cost: Members £48.00, Non- members £51.00

Closing date: Friday 1 May

© Ms Jane Campbell / Shutterstock.com

BIRMINGHAM CITY OF A 1000 TRADES:
Tuesday 9 June and 
Wednesday 10 June 2020 
(Coach trip – all day event 
– a choice of two days)
Did you think that Birmingham could only 

offer a Christmas Market or a visit to the 

Jewellery Quarter? WRONG! England’s 

second city actually had/has a thousand 

different trades!! Our trip promises to tell you 

about many of them.

We start our adventure by meeting our 

Blue Badge Guide at the Library, where 

we will have the opportunity to purchase 

refreshments. After exploring the Elizabethan 

style Shakespeare Memorial Room and 

garden terraces, we will take a coach tour 

of Birmingham, learning about the affluent 

suburbs, the Golden Mile with the Golden 

Boys and the famous back-to-back houses 

– a real insider’s guide to the City. Then 

it’s on to the Birmingham Museum and Art 

Gallery with free time to buy lunch - there are 

plenty of places nearby, be it in a pub or in 

the museum’s Edwardian Tea Rooms. We will 

have the opportunity to visit the Staffordshire 

Hoard - the largest collection of Anglo-Saxon 

gold and silver ever found. 

Bookings are now open for Marlborough College Summer School 2020, 
which runs from 12 July to 8 August and promises an enriching week of 
learning experiences and entertainment for all ages. 

The spectacular programme of over 500 courses encompasses the Creative Arts, 
Science, History, Culture, Life Skills and Wellbeing. Learn a new skill or indulge in a 
favourite pastime, there is bound to be a course to inspire you. Traditional favourites 
run alongside inspiring new titles encompassing everything from A Cappella to 
Archaeology, Harp to Hardy, Macramé to Mythology and Trees to Tudors. 

You can choose to attend Summer School from Monday to Friday as a day student 
or make your experience truly immersive and stay throughout. Full board 
accommodation is available within the College, which is conveniently located for 
Marlborough High Street and the surrounding Wiltshire countryside, plus resident 
students enjoy free admission to all lectures and entertainment.

For further information and to request a brochure,                                                  
phone the Summer School team on 01672 892388 or visit                                                        
www.summerschool.co.uk.

School’s in for Summer
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Extensions - Patios - Fencing - Decking
- Groundwork’s - Diy 
Mob: 07876 240213
Tel: 01491 613848

Email: cdgm247@yahoo.com
Address: 11 Pauls Way, Watlington, 

Oxfordshire, OX49 5OX
www.cdgmltd.co.uk

For more information visit: 

www.fr iarscourt.com  

Friars Court 
Hidden beauty in rural Oxfordshire 

Public Open Days 
Private Garden Tours 

Tickets from £10  
Discounts available

Tue 21 to Sat 25 Apr 2020

STARRING 
Michelle Collins, Tristan Gemmill 
and David Carr 

“60 years on,  
The Birthday Party has lost 

none of its capacity to intrigue.”
The Guardian

01865 305305
www.oxfordplayhouse.com
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Chairman - Veronica Wilson  07855 414045
veronica.wilson@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

Chairman – Tracy Strain 01235 765285 
tracy.strain@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

BULB CATALOGUE 2020
Why not treat yourself by buying some fabulous 

bulbs for your garden? So many gorgeous, 

colourful and fragrant ones to choose from!

The Garden Bulb Scheme is run as a co-operative 

between the WI and Walkers bulbs.

During March, WIs will have received bulb 

catalogues and an order form. An order is 

completed by the bulb secretary in each WI 

and then submitted to the Oxfordshire WI Bulb 

Secretary, Lynne Humberstone.

Bulbs are despatched by Walkers from mid-

September to mid-October to bulb secretaries 

for distribution to members.

This is a fund-raiser for the Oxfordshire WI, so the 

more WIs that take part, the more successful the 

scheme will be, regardless of the size of the order.

Additional catalogues and order forms are 

available from the office.

  

LIVING THE HIGH LOAF           
Demonstration & talk
New Beaconsfield Hall, 

Shipton Under Wychwood  OX7 6BQ

Wednesday 9 September  12.30pm – 4pm

Matthews Cotswold Flour is one of the oldest 

remaining family-owned specialist flour mills in 

the UK. The company’s history dates back to the 

1860s when Marmaduke Matthews started a small 

business selling seeds from his barn in Fifield, near 

Burford. We are delighted that the 5th and 6th 

generation of Matthews will tell us about the history 

of milling flour and all about the milling process.

Mark Woodgate is a professional baker who 

owns Mark’s Cotswold Bakery in Chipping Norton. 

Mark won a prestigious award at last year’s World 

Bread Awards. His bakery was also a finalist in the 

nationwide 2019 Baking Industry Awards. Mark will 

be demonstrating his techniques as well as giving 

hints and tips to successful home bread making.

A delicious homemade Ploughman’s lunch will 

be included in the ticket price of this half-day 

event. Tea and coffee will be available during the 

afternoon. Bring your own mugs, please.

An application form is with your WI Secretary.

Cost: Members £20, Non-members £23

Closing date: Friday 7 August 

COMPTON ACRES AND 
POOLE HARBOUR 
Monday 29 June 2020
Compton Acres  is a large privately 

owned garden in Poole, Dorset, covering ten acres 

of land.  It was founded in 1920 by Thomas William 

Simpson, an entrepreneur who had become 

wealthy through the manufacture of margarine. The 

gardens are a major popular tourist attraction and 

boasts over 3000 species of plants, some which 

grow nowhere else in the country. 

There are so many themed gardens to see: an Italian 

garden, a rock and water garden, a heather garden, 

a Japanese garden and a less formal garden called 

the ‘Wooded Valley’, each displaying a magnificent 

collection of trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants.

Should you want to indulge in some retail therapy, 

there is a Plant Centre, offering a wide range of 

perennials, shrubs and seasonal bedding plants to 

tempt you after being inspired by the gardens. 

There is also a gift shop and an opportunity to 

partake of refreshments in one of the three eating 

places, the café and tea rooms, the bakery or the 

Harbour view café.

During the afternoon, we will go for a short visit to 

the Poole Harbour area with its pretty views, small 

shops and maybe an ice cream or two before 

returning home.

Cost: Members £30, Non-members £33

Closing date: Friday 7 August

HOME & GARDEN

© Hitdelight / shutterstock

PUBLIC AFFAIRS

PUBLIC AFFAIRS DIGEST - is produced 

by NFWI as a monthly e-update on the latest WI 

campaigning news which is delivered directly to 

your inbox. It always makes interesting reading. 

For your own copy - contact pa@nfwi.org.uk.

RESOLUTIONS MEETING
Millennium Hall, Horton-cum-Studley

21 April

7.30pm-9.30pm

By now your WI will have received the 

nominated selections for NFWI Annual 

Meeting at the Royal Albert Hall on 4 June 

2020: A call to increase potential stem cell 

donor registration AND End Modern Slavery. 

These will be the focus of our RESOLUTIONS 

MEETING. We will have a PowerPoint 

presentation and speakers in relation to 

all the topics chosen, plus a session on 

‘Delegates Discretion’. Questions will be 

welcome. 

Cost: £10, Members only

Closing date: Contact the office for 

ticket  availability.

KEEP BRITAIN TIDY CAMPAIGN. – many 

thanks to all our WIs who already have or 

will soon be taking part in this campaign. 

Both Lynne Stubbings, National Chair and 

Ann Jones Chair of NFWI Public Affairs 

attended the Parliamentary launch of the 

‘Great British Spring Clean’, where Lynne 

spoke of the enthusiasm of WI members for 

this campaign and met Orinoco the Womble!

NEW proposed RESOLUTIONS for 
2020/2021 Please let me have your draft 

resolutions for 20/21 so I can help. 

BUS SERVICE campaign – We welcome 

the Government’s announcement of £5 billion 

for buses and we welcome the commitment 

to investment into more frequent bus routes 

and restoring lost services. So, please 

ladies, lobby your local councillors. 

© michaeljung / shutterstock
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Over to You...
Thank you to all of you who are submitting 

articles for ‘Over to You’ pages. Remember 

that we can only reproduce decent quality 

photographs, so please send them in as 

JPEGS in as high a resolution as possible 

(300 dpi) or large from a phone and send 

as individual attachments – no collages and 

not embedded in Word documents or in 

emails. Good quality prints by post are also 

ok. If intended as a front cover contender, 

please remember they should be in portrait 

orientation, to fit the cover. By receiving 

photos for News & Views, Oxfordshire WI 

assumes that permission has been given 

by the people featured for their photo to 

appear in News & Views and any other 

Oxfordshire WI media. Email your articles 

to fedsec@oxfordshirewi.co.uk.

TASTY, CRAFTY MEETINGS

At STOKE ROW WI we had a Shrove 

Tuesday celebration as an extra to our 

normal meeting. In the picture are our two 

flippers who made a total of 24 pancakes 

for members to enjoy. Each one of our 

members had brought an amazing supper 

dish to share and then Tilley (the organiser) 

and Penny made fresh hot pancakes in the 

kitchen at the Chapel Room in Stoke Row. 

Fillings included banana and chocolate, 

caramelised oranges and fruit salad, 

plus of course lemon and maple syrup. 

Absolutely yummy! We had a very good 

social evening with  lots of fun and chatter, 

a real joining- in evening with time to share 

and good eats too.

Penny Noble, Stoke WI Row 

NEW STATUE

Having been born in Wantage in 1935, Lester 

Piggott unveiled a splendid new statue of himself 

at the Vale & Downland Museum in Wantage last 

August. The plants at the Museum are cared for 

by a team of volunteers from WANTAGE WI.

Anne Pagett, Wantage WI

CHOLSEY WI have been knitting for Hope 

and Aid Direct and Teddies for Tragedies 

since forming the Knit and Natter group 8 

years ago. To date over 150 blankets and 

1500 teddies have been produced.

Well done ladies. Keep knitting!

Jean Salter Cholsey WI

At a recent WHEATLEY WI 

meeting, one of our members, 

Leanne Bowbrick came and 

talked to us about her craft 

business and taught us all how 

to make woollen flowers using 

a fork and making them into a 

lovely card. The picture shows 

Veronica Lancashire, Pam Hills, 

Carol Hunt making their cards. 

Lucy Collinson, 

Wheatley WI
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Over to You...
At a recent meeting at HOLTON & 

WATERPERRY WI, Christine Green told 

members all about her time working as a 

designer for the BBC in the 1980s and 1990s – 

her slides, story boards and objects on display 

were most interesting. This was a dream job for 

Christine, who had just completed her studies 

in design when she landed this job. Christine 

worked on the introduction and ending parts 

of many well-known programmes like Foyles 

War - do you remember the sepia images of 

an old typewriter, telephone etc? Nowadays 

it seems that we are shown film of ‘what we 

have seen. (if it is a series) or ‘what we are 

about to see’ at the start of a programme, but 

for Christine it was all about proper design 

using bits of paper and various artefacts to 

set the tone. Now, instead of putting the kettle 

on at the start of a TV programme, we will be 

looking out to see how  it is introduced and 

know that a lot of effort has gone into this.

 

Elaine Gethins, Holton & Waterperry WI

WORKING FOR AUNTIE

STOKE LYNE WI  enjoyed a fabulous talk 

in February by Analiza Jones on what 

could be created using products from the 

Philippines. These included hand bags, 

purses, baskets and pots to name a few.

Sheila Haydon, Stoke Lyne WI

GOOD SPEAKER

VISIT HOOK NORTON BREWERY

MALTHOUSE KITCHEN

BREWERY TOURS
Experience first hand the sights, sounds and smells 
of brewing beer the Hooky way.

TO BOOK A TOUR - Call: 01608 730384
Online: www.hooky.co.uk/book

Come and enjoy homemade, locally
sourced hot and cold dishes as well
as tea, coffee, soft drinks and of course beer!

Hook Norton Brewery, Brewery Lane, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX15 5NY

Call Today: 

(01733) 
390564

www.lanceprint.co.uk

Think Print
Lance Print is an established printers based 
in Peterborough. At Lance we combine 
skill, experience & knowledge to provide a 
complete professional service.  
 
We aim to fill our clients 
with confidence in the 
knowledge that any work 
undertaken by us, will be 
completed to the highest 
possible standard.
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Over to You...
GREEN HEART CAMPAIGN IN THE COMMUNITY

SONNING COMMON WI once again marked 

2020 Green Heart Show the Love Campaign. 

Our WI Craft Group members made green 

heart badges so members could wear 

them in February to spark a conversation 

regarding Climate Change. On the 8 February 

we hosted the Launch by Eco Soco to make 

Sonning Common Plastic Free. The Plastic 

Free Community Scheme helps communities 

reduce avoidable single use plastic.

The WI provided youngsters from the Sunday 

School, Rainbows, Brownies, Cubs, Primary 

School, After School Club, the School Art 

Pod, Bishopswood School and the Youth 

Club with large cardboard hearts. The young 

people chose how they wished to decorate 

the heart to show how they recycle or what 

concerns them regarding climate change. 

The varied and attractive hearts produced 

a splendid display which is on show in the 

Village Hall. I was told by the Group Leaders 

how concerned the young people are about 

what is happening to their planet and how 

pleased they were to be given an opportunity 

to express their feelings.

On Launch Day the whole community 

joined together. The village shop came 

along with their refill cleaning products 

which helps to reduce the number of single 

use plastic bottles. There were stalls selling 

cloth bags made from recycled fabric, second 

hand books and surplus knitting wool. There 

was a clothes and toy swap. Eco Soco ran a 

slide show and displays of facts and figures. 

Visitors were invited to make a personal 

pledge as to what they will do to reduce 

single use plastic.

It truly was a great event attended by all 

ages from 0 to 90 years and we pledged to 

work together to reduce avoidable single use 

plastic however we can.

Carol Townhill, Sonning Common WI



NEWS & VIEWS 13

Over to You...

To celebrate WOODCOTE WI’s birthday, 

a  wonderful afternoon with singing and 

afternoon tea was enjoyed by all. Pictured are 

two members celebrating their 90th birthdays; 

Jane Betty Walker and Jean Taplin (on the left), 

who has been a member since the 1950s.

Jane Finnerty, 

Group Convenor - Thames Valley

 A SPECIAL BIRTHDAY

The photograph shows members of 

SUTTON COURTENAY WI who decided to 

sweep away the winter blues by enjoying 

ourselves having a lovely dinner at a 

local Golf Club.  Sometimes at our regular 

meetings we don’t always have time to chat 

to everyone, so this dinner really helped us 

to catch up with our members and what they 

have been up to.

 

Val Melville, Sutton Courtenay WI

TIME TO CHAT

Everyone has a story 
to tell.
Do you have a story? Possibly an action epic; what about 
an incredible fantasy; maybe a nail-biting thriller or simply 
your life story. Whatever your tale, fiction or reality, short 
or long, we can help you get it out there. Send in your 
manuscript and we can professionally set up and publish 
your story.

At Lance we pride ourselves on printing to the highest 
possible quality. Working with a skilled team of graphic 
designers, we work hard to make your book a reality. 
For more details, contact us:

01536 334 220
mike@lanceprint.co.uk
www.lanceprint.co.uk

“Don’t forget - no one else sees the world the way you 
do,so no one can tell the stories that you have to tell”
- Charles de Lint
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Day Date Event Venue Cost Closing Date

Wednesday 15 April Indoor bowls triples 
day 

Oxford City & 
County Bowls Club Members only £11.00 Contact the office

Tuesday 21 April Resolutions
Meeting

Millennium Hall 
Horton-cum-Studley Members only £10.00 Contact the office

Tuesday 28 April
‘When the dogs don’t 
bark’ with Professor 
Angela Gallop CBE

Benson Parish Hall
Members £13.00 

Non-members £15.00
Contact the office

Various 28 April, 1, 2, 
5 May Treasurers Training Office Tackley Members only £12.00 Contact the office

Thursday 28 May Royal Opera House- 
behind the scenes London Members £35.00 

Non-members £38.00 1 May

Tuesday 9 June Birmingham- city of a 
thousand trades Birmingham Members £48.00 

Non-members £51.00 1 May

Wednesday 10 June Birmingham- city of a 
thousand trades Birmingham Members £48.00 

Non-members £51.00 1 May

Thursday 18 June Literary Lunch Clare 
Mackintosh Horton-cum-Studley Members £25.00 

Non-members £28.00 1 May

Various
23 May, 

1 June, 2 June
Officer Workshops Various Members only £6.00 15 May

Tuesday 23 June Art Taster Benson Village Hall Members £11.00 
Non-members £13.00 5 June

Monday 29 June Compton Acres and 
Poole Harbour Dorset Members £30.00 

Non-members £33.00 5 June

Thursday 23 July
Literary Lunch   

Vera Morris
Benson Parish Hall Members £25.00 

Non-members £28.00 5 July

Wednesday 9 September Living the High Loaf Shipton-under-
Wychwood

Members £20.00 
Non-members £23.00 July

Your Diary Dates In order of closing date

MISSED THE CLOSING DATE? 

Please phone the OFWI Office 01869 331081, 
for late ticket availability. 

Allocation of tickets does NOT take place 
before the closing date.

By attending OFWI events attendees consent to 

their image being published in print and digital 

media, unless they object and specifically make 

their objections clearly known to the organisers. 

To advertise in this space, please contact 

Mariann Young on 01869 338570, mariann.

young@btinternet.com or the Tackley Office. 

Costs:
WI activities – 22p/word
WI members’ personal ads – 34p/word
Non members – 49p/word

Toddington WI 
in Gloucestershire provide 
lunches and teas for up to 

50 people in our lovely new 
Village Hall. 

Handy for 
Toddington Steam Railway, 

Stanway House and 
Snowshill Manor.

 Contact
Rita Bell 01242 621317 or 

email bell_r@live.co.uk

Singing for wellbeing, 
health and fun! 

Weekly group classes in 
Henley. 

Everyone welcome 
regardless of singing ability. 

Contact 
jane@singyourpainaway.co.uk 

07788 227654
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Can’t wait to live 
life to the full?

With our flexible new rental options you can be enjoying 
your retirement to the full, sooner than you think.

You can unlock the McCarthy & Stone lifestyle  
at your pace, without chains or having to sell  
your current home, and with no long term ties.

No wonder so many are choosing to rent with us.

(Now you don’t have to)

Flexible 
rental 

options
No need to sell

No chains!

Ava
ila

ble 

Now

SC007016

Rent or buy - we’re here to make it happen

Watson Place
Trinity Road, Chipping Norton,  
Oxon, OX7 5AJ
Apartments for sale from £229,950 1 Bed#  

or to rent from £2,230 pcm# 1 Bed
To find out more, call now on

0800 153 3426 
or visit mccarthyandstone.co.uk/ 
watson-place

#Subject to availability. Rental prices are inclusive of the monthly service charge and ground rent. Correct at time of print.



EXCEPTIONAL CARE
IN BURFORD
The Cotswold Home is one of a select 
group of care homes operated by 
Elizabeth Finn Homes and offers 
a home from home for discerning 
guests who appreciate comfort, 
quality and exceptional care.

We offer personal or nursing care on 
a permanent or short stay basis, as 
well as end of life care, all to the same 
exceptional standard. 

From award-winning restaurant 
style dining to beautiful landscaped 
gardens and industry leading social 
engagement, The Cotswold Home 
provides the highest level of service 
and facilities.

Why not come and see for yourself?

Call Catherine Lines, our General 
Manager on Tel: 01993 824225 or  
Email: enquiries.cotswold@efhl.co.uk

The Cotswold Home
Woodside Drive
Bradwell Village
Burford. OX18 4XA

www.efhl.co.uk

Group Travel to Britain 
& Europe by Coach

For more information, please call 01296 314322 
or email groups@crusader-holidays.co.uk

Crusader Holidays Buckingham Street, Aylesbury, Bucks HP20 2LD

2019

Group Travel to Britain 

  Bespoke Itineraries

  Expert Knowledge

  Dedicated support 
with planning, 
promoting and booking

  Private use of Coach

  FREE places available


