
View this email in your browser
 

 

Brightwell-cum-Sotwell WI

Special newsletter during the
Coronavirus lock down

April 13th 2020 
 

Greetings to all B-c-S WI Members
Please share this newsletter with friends and neighbours

News from around the village....

Village website - The place to find out all the latest news from around
the village, including opening times of the Village Shop (which may be
subject to change) and Red Lion takeaway news. 

From the Parish Council - The volunteer system is working really
well, thanks to all the amazing volunteers for their efforts.

Some concerns have been voiced about people working on the
allotments. There is no government directive not to go to allotments
and presumably everyone working there are doing the ‘2 metre dance’
as we do in the supermarkets.

We have also had some comments expressing displeasure at the
number of bonfires at the moment. There is no government directive
on this but out of consideration to our neighbours perhaps we could
leave the burning for now.

Village Hall -  To help boost Village Hall funds a fundraising quiz has
been created. Attached is the quiz sheet, a printed version can be
found outside the back door of the hall.
 
To enter post your completed entry sheet, along with £2 entry fee, into
the mailbox, on the wall at the rear of the hall.
 
If you are self-isolating a copy can be dropped off and your answer

https://mailchi.mp/d4d11c28e782/iad2pmse5u-5847178?e=[UNIQID]
https://www.brightwellcumsotwell.co.uk/news/general
https://mcusercontent.com/b8bfafa8e789d857957d8ec20/files/049c3e4b-a1c0-4fb9-b045-906ec91f98d4/Quiz_apr_2020.pdf


sheet & entry fee collected from your doorstep.  To arrange please call
Shena Luck on 834543 or email shenaluck@btconnect.com 
 
Entry closes on 30th April. 
All correct answer sheets will be put into a draw & one lucky person
will win a bottle of fizz.                                  Good luck with the quiz.
 

VE Day Celebrations 
A message from Bruno Peek LVO OBE OPR, PageantmaVE Day 75
 
Due to the Coronavirus emergency and consequent Government
guidance the majority of the VE Day 75 community celebrations due to
take place on the bank holiday weekend of 8th–10th May have been
cancelled.

It is hoped that all the carefully planned events can be moved to the
weekend of 15th–16th August when we will be able to celebrate VE
Day and VJ Day.
 

Jason Debney has proposed an alternative programme
for the village and you can read all about it

here in the attached document.
 jjrdebeny@gmail.com

 

Sad news - Derek Nightingale, organist at St Agatha's for the past
23 years, passed away peacefully on 4 April. We send our
condolences to his wife Judith and his family. Current  Covid-19 rules
mean that only a a small private cremation can take place but a
Memorial Service will be held in Brightwell-cum-Sotwell at a later date.
 

WI news....

B-c-S WI Meeting Tuesday 14th April
As previously mentioned, it is planned to make our April meeting a
virtual one. Members are being invited to join in via Zoom.  If you have
not used Zoom before Helen is happy to give you directions, she can
be contacted on hcsecbcswi@gmail.com

mailto:shenaluck@btconnect.com?subject=Village%20Quiz
https://mcusercontent.com/b8bfafa8e789d857957d8ec20/files/9f5a558b-1ae6-47b5-88de-ec5ed19b1471/VE75.pdf
mailto:jjrdebeny@gmail.com
mailto:hcsecbcswi@gmail.com


Link Up Coffee Morning & phone friends
Many of our members will be missing our popular Link Up Coffee
mornings where we meet up and chat with our friends and
neighbours.  With so many of us self isolating it's good to know that we
can still stay in touch by phone, If you would like receive a call, or can
volunteer to make one, then please reply to this email and we will do
out best to put you in touch.

Annual Meeting and Denman Dip
As many of you will have seen, the Oxfordshire Annual meeting was
postponed until the Autumn. The current Board of Trustees are
carrying on for now.

If anyone gave Helen £1 coins for the Denman Dip she will keep them
and take them to the rearranged meeting.
 
 
OFWI
With the closing of the Federation Office and so many OFWI events
cancelled or postponed we are being encouraged to stay in touch by
signing up to the online News & Views newsletter. Go to the
OFWI website at www.oxfordshirewi.co.uk and click the link that says
‘Join our mailing list and stay informed'.

Celia Collett has sent the following message regarding the annual
plant sale:

I am sure you are all busy in your greenhouses and gardens. I have
been thinking how we can still have a plant sell, its starting to look
unlikely we will be able to have the usual one. However, I am sure we
can find a way.... order service, delivery ….. still getting my head round
it and of course it will rely on where we are in relation to the virus.

However, if you are still happy to donate your orphan plants we will
find a way to convert them into much needed funds for Save the
Children. All charities, at the moment, are suffering from loss of
resources (both human and money) ..... which in terms of the people &
children they support, all around the world, means their plight is even

http://www.oxfordshirewi.co.uk/


greater.

Please, keep planting and gardening, keep safe and keep happy.

Very best wishes,
Celia xx

And thinking about gardening....
 

Did you know that home composting can take as little as 6
months to complete, in the winter it will take longer - it needs to
stop being smelly and you will notice that the worms have moved
down the bin. Occasional watering might be needed if there's a
prolonged dry period.

Start with some dried material - twigs and bits of dead plant
material, flowering stalks etc., then add some green - i.e. lawn
mowings or peelings from the kitchen and try and alternate with
the dry material.

It can be used when planting out along with some chicken
manure pellets.  If you have enough you can mulch the beds like
Monty Don!!

Compost heaps should really be turned at least once when the
bin is full, which will kick start it to break down again .

News from our members ....

We know that many of you who are self isolating have been taking
advantage of the glorious weather to spend time in your gardens. 
Why not share your photos and gardening notes with our
members, just as Mais has done below, I'm sure we'd all like to
hear what you have been up to. Send your news & photos (as
jpg/png attachments) to brightwellcumsotwellwi@gmail.com

mailto:brightwellcumsotwellwi@gmail.com?subject=Members%20news%20-%20Karen%20Sibun


Mais says: Life in isolation is not so bad when you have cherry
blossom, fritillaries and cowslips at the bottom of your garden 

The Knitting Group  are using the opportunity of more time at home
to extend their skills and to help others.  



Annie is continuing with another sweater for herself,
trying to use up some of her rather large stash of yarn.

 

Shannon, a relatively new
knitter,
is exploring intricate patterns in a
Kaffe Fasset scarf 

Anna is working on a sweater
for a colleague

Feeling inspired to get your knitting needles out!  There are a
host of free online knitting pattern resources including
Lovecrafts and Hobbycaft. 

To entertain you....

Whilst we can't visit National Trust places at the moment, there
are still lots of ways people can experience them. The National
Trust are offering a series of podcast so that you can do some
armchair exploring.  

https://www.lovecrafts.com/en-gb/l/knitting/knitting-patterns/free-knitting-patterns
https://www.hobbycraft.co.uk/knitting-and-crochet/free-patterns
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/listen-to-podcasts-from-the-national-trust?campid=email_central_Newsletter_10042020_Sub2bMEMSE


With a new episode released every other week, they’ll be going
behind-the-scenes at the buildings, gardens and landscapes to
uncover new stories.

Margaret has shared this lovely poem with us by AE Housman....
 
Loveliest of trees, the cherry now
Is hung with bloom along the bough,
And stands about the woodland ride
Wearing white for Eastertide.
 
Now of my threescore years and ten
Twenty will not come again
And take from seventy springs a score,
It only leaves me fifty more.
 
And since to look at things in bloom
Fifty springs are little room,
About the woodlands I will go
To see the cherry hung with snow.
  
But Margaret reminds us all to keep our distance!

External links disclaimer
Throughout this newsletter you will find links to external websites.
Although we make every effort to ensure these links are accurate, up
to date and relevant, B-c-S WI cannot take responsibility for pages
maintained by external providers.

 

President:   Helen Connor
Secretary:   Anne Brooker
Treasurer:   Janis Stevens

Committee:  Gill Dexter, Olga Gold, Karen Sibun, Jan Stockdale

http://brightwellcumsotwellwi.com/
mailto:brightwellcumsotwellwi@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/538981956725578/
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