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Brightwell-cum-Sotwell WI

Special newsletter during the
Coronavirus lock down

April 21st 2020 

Greetings to all B-c-S WI Members
Please share this newsletter with friends and neighbours

News from around the village....

Village website - Keep checking the website for the latest news from
around the village.  Facebook users can get further information from
the Brightwell Community and our own WI Facebook pages 

Red Lion
The pub is now offering food takeaways 4 nights a week. If you want to
order, please reply to Corrine's email (n.b. they sell out quickly) or
register your interest at info@theredlionbrightwell.co.uk.
 
 
Church Spring Fair Postponed
The Church Spring Fair to be held at Brightwell Manor behind St
Agatha’s Church, scheduled for the 16th May has unsurprisingly been
postponed. The new planned date, assuming all is safe to proceed,
will be the 19th September.  More details to follow nearer the time.

Village Hall Fundraiser Quiz
There's still time to get your entry in for the village hall fundraiser quiz. 
What about teaming up with a neighbour or friend over the internet to
complete it?  If you're not able to get to the village hall to collect a quiz
sheet Shena is happy to drop off & collect for you - give her a call to
arrange 01491 834543.

WI news....

https://mailchi.mp/2f20cfe82067/iad2pmse5u-5854958?e=[UNIQID]
https://www.brightwellcumsotwell.co.uk/news/general
mailto:info@theredlionbrightwell.co.uk
http://co.uk/


B-c-S WI Meeting Tuesday 14th April
From Helen: Just had our first virtual Brightwell WI meeting. 23 joined
in on Zoom - including Jennie from France. Was so nice to see people
that some of us have not seen since lockdown and good to know you
are all doing OK.   We did what we all like doing - chatting!  It cheered
us all up I think.
  
Our members enjoyed our virtual meeting here's what they said:  

Hello Helen and everyone,

That was entertaining!   Really enjoyed hearing everyone and what
they had been up to.  Well done for organising it, and in true WI
tradition, overcoming the current situation.
 
Many thanks again, so pleased it was such a success!
 
Stay Safe and well, 

Monica 

Hi Helen 
Thankyou for organising zoom last night .
It was great to see lots of familiar faces ! 
I think if I was in Brightwell I should still see people even if from a
distance ! 
 
Having walked up to our epicerie / boulangerie every day for a month
at the same time I see many familiar faces - Bonjour - salut ! 
I also see the burgeoning glory of spring and know there is light at the
end of the tunnel.
 
Great to see everyone 
Jennie P 



Some of our members enjoying the get together 

Next B-c-S WI Meeting:
Following all the great feedback we have received after our
Zoom meeting it has been decided to organise a virtual meeting
every two weeks so that members can keep in touch.  The next
meeting will be on Tuesday 28th April at 7.30pm.  Helen will
email the invitation to all members.  We are all looking forward to
catching up with all the latest news and hearing what everyone
has been up to during lockdown.

NFWI 
In light of Government advice regarding social contact, the NFWI has
made the difficult decision to cancel the Annual Meeting at the Royal
Albert Hall on 4 June until later this year.  Further information will be
available on My WI.

News from our Members....

The Swimming Group

Carol from Brightwell Vineyard and one of our
swimmers suggested the swimming group

might do this during the lock down!!

From Lesley Dore, coordinator of one of our book groups:
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2cOlL0jGTU


The last book we received before the lockdown was Dark Circle, by
Linda Grant, which turned out to be an apposite choice. It’s set in a
sanatorium for tuberculosis sufferers in the early 1950’s just after the
formation of the NHS.  The patients live in isolation in the Kent
countryside, and although the subject sounds depressing Linda
Grant’s characters and their exploits make for an interesting and often
very funny read. We couldn’t miss the parallels with our lives today
and as we pin our hopes on the development of a vaccine for Corvid
19.  It’s good to remember man’s capacity for overcoming the fatal
diseases of the past. 
 
Would we recommend this book? Yes, but perhaps not now!
 

Save the Children remote plant sale!

Anne Brooker has been placing plants outside her house and so
far she has raised £31.50 for Save the Children - well done!

Soon to be available will be white vebascum and some carex
bright green grass, Anne has also taken sedum cuttings all to be
ready for collection shortly from her house - Monteith in Church
Lane, just by the 20 mile an hour sign!

 

Gardening tip....

Lily Beetle Alert

The dreaded Lily Beetle seems
to be enjoying the warmer
weather and the fresh young
growth on our lilies at the
moment.  Keep checking
regularly and pick off the
offending little critters when you
spot them.

Garden advice requested....

Jane says, the plant on the left is the original, purchased on the first
garden visit I did with the WI.  The plant on the right hand side is a



cutting I made.  Any ideas as to why the flowers are smaller? Same
compost. Thanks.

Members News & Views needed ....

Send your news & photos (as jpg/png attachments) to
brightwellcumsotwellwi@gmail.com we would love to hear what
our members have been doing during the lockdown. 

Perhaps you have put pen to paper to write that novel that you
had always planned or dusted off paint brushes to capture
images of the natural world or maybe you have garden queries
that other members could help with.
 

With the idea of arranging holidays or even days out at the
moment unthinkable, many of us are reminiscing about past trips
and special occasions, why not share your memories and a
photo or two.

Jan Stockdale photographed these lovely cowslips
whilst out walking....

mailto:brightwellcumsotwellwi@gmail.com?subject=Members%20news%20-%20Karen%20Sibun


To entertain you....

The Arts Society, the UK’s leading arts education charity with
90,000 members, has announced a series of free online
lectures, film screenings and live Q&As by authors that will run
over the coming months.

Future lectures will include talks by Antiques Roadshow regulars
Mark Hill and Marc Allum, the UK’s leading Aboriginal art expert
Rebecca Hossack, and the art critic Sarah Dunant. Tate curator
and JMW Turner expert Nicola Moorby will talk about the new
£20 note, which features the artist.
 

Olga suggested this poem 'Song of Hope' by Thomas Hardy as a
reminder that even when things are really awful there is still hope
for the future...

O sweet To-morrow! -
After to-day
There will away
This sense of sorrow.

https://theartssociety.org/arts-news-features/arts-society-connected


Then let us borrow
Hope, for a gleaming
Soon will be streaming,
Dimmed by no gray -
No gray!

While the winds wing us
Sighs from The Gone,
Nearer to dawn
Minute-beats bring us;
When there will sing us
Larks of a glory
Waiting our story
Further anon -
Anon!

Doff the black token,
Don the red shoon,
Right and retune
Viol-strings broken;
Null the words spoken
In speeches of rueing,
The night cloud is hueing,
To-morrow shines soon -
Shines soon!

External links disclaimer
Throughout this newsletter you will find links to external websites.
Although we make every effort to ensure these links are accurate, up
to date and relevant, B-c-S WI cannot take responsibility for pages
maintained by external providers.
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