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Brightwell-cum-Sotwell WI

 July 2020
Fishy Tales

My life as a Fishmonger

B-c-S WI Meeting Tuesday 14th July

Kevin Little is our guest speaker for July, his talk is entitled 'Fishy
Tales'
 

Kevin was a fishmonger in
Reading town centre for 54
years, always enjoying
interaction with customers,
health inspectors and his staff,
he has a lot of fish-related
stories to tell.

He was born in Reading during the great freeze of 1947, and lived
there until he emigrated to the West Country 45 years later. His long
connection with Reading means he has a lot of stories about the town!

Our meeting will take place via Zoom and start at the usual time of
7.30pm. Helen will email a Zoom invitation to all members.  If you
haven't already joined one of our Zoom meetings, Helen is happy to
guide you through the process of installing and using the app.
hcsecbcswi@gmail.com.
 

We will again be running a lucky dip,
a name will be picked out of a 'virtual hat'

and the prize will be delivered to the winners doorstep  
good luck!!

https://mailchi.mp/a194182a4ea6/iad2pmse5u-6502426?e=[UNIQID]
mailto:hcsecbcswi@gmail.com


Changes to the Summer programme...

The new 2020/2021 programme has now been re-printed,  there
was a mistake by the printer just at the time lockdown began,
hence the delay in getting copies to all our members.
 
As we don't know yet when we will be able to meet in the hall
again, the committee have had to make some changes to the
printed programme. We feel it's too soon to meet in gardens in
August so we are moving the Garden Safari to 8th
September (the September speaker, on alpacas, has been
postponed until 2021). 

On 11th August we will have a craft evening by Zoom. Led
by Felicity Jennings  - a member of a Yorkshire WI -  who has
produced several videos teaching skills on making paper and
fabric items (flowers, hearts), macramé pots and bags, which are
all very good.  More details to follow. 

Hopefully we will be back in the Hall in October, keeping social
distance, but we might have to be patient and wait a little longer!
 

Link up coffee morning

Monday 20th July11-12am
in your own home via Zoom

Zoom invite to follow

Esther so enjoyed saying
hello to friends at the last
coffee morning.
 

From OFWI....

We hope you have enjoyed the Oxfordshire WI zoom events that you
have participated in so far.  Here in the events team, it's been brilliant
getting to see so many enjoying hearing our wonderful speakers.
 



You may have missed that there are some new events on the website
.... and there will be more covering the last couple of weeks in July
appearing soon.
 
So please do pop over to the website to see what's available ....
perhaps another talk from Simon Gregor will take your fancy, or Alice
Day who told us about her "House that Sat Down" .... we are sure you
will find something that interests you.

 

NFWI.... 

Click here to see the latest Public Affairs Digest from the office of the
National Federation:

Contents include:

Healthy Start Vouchers for children
The Time is Now - virtual mass lobby
It's not too late to take part in the NFWI's survey about
experiences of lockdown!
Campaigns Corner

Also from NFWI
Subscription news.....

The NFWI has been very concerned about the disruption this
lockdown period has had on WI meetings and activities and your
membership experience this year. We recently held
consultations with all federations to discuss ways in which we
can acknowledge this in our membership subscription this year.

We are delighted to share with you that as a result, we are
offering a three-month extension to this year’s membership
subscription. The next renewal date for membership
subscriptions will, therefore, be 1st April 2021. In addition, from
this point onwards, membership renewals will always be in April.
This is to acknowledge the feedback many of you shared with us

CLICK HERE FOR OFWI WHAT'S ON PAGE

https://mcusercontent.com/b8bfafa8e789d857957d8ec20/files/6a816d38-10ca-43e1-815b-4915f0e50c5e/PDF_version_Public_Affairs_Digest_50_June.pdf
https://www.oxfordshirewi.co.uk/events


during the recent Strategic Vision consultation about the
challenges of the January payment date and how you wished to
see this changed in the future.
 

 

 
Denman at Home

Thank you, everyone, who's taken part in a Denman at Home online
course. We've had over 1000 bookings for cookery courses, yoga
sessions, history lectures and more!

Denman at Home are our new online courses which use the platform
Zoom to allow you to watch and engage with Denman tutors and learn
new skills. 

We've got even more courses for you to enjoy!

Don't forget our courses are open to all, not just WI members, so
please share with family and friends! 

Birthday wishes to the following
members who all have July
birthdays
 
Rosemary Greasby
Karin Matthews
Jill Proctor
Jennie Pozzoni
Jan Stockdale

Denman at Home courses

https://www.denman.org.uk/whats-on/


News from our Members....
 

Congratulations to the winners of the Scarecrow competition -
including one of our members Rosemary Greasby, for her ‘sheep’
- see the picture below.
 
Money raised from this event will be donated to Save the Children
and they are very grateful for the amazing response. More info at
the village website and on Facebook.
 



Janis has provided details of shops and businesses that are open in
Wallingford via Barnaby Bugle 

Also details of virtual garden tours around some of the most beautiful
gardens to see just at the moment! 

Oxford Botanic Gardens and Nuneham Arboretum have recently re-
opened, but pre-booking is required.

The Ashmolean will not re-open until mid August.

 
We've been contacted by Bruno Brunskill on behalf of Astons Online,
who provide free help and guidance for people who have computer
related issues, this is a remote service during lockdown.    Recent
questions have included; WhatsApp, Pharmacy2u or Echo free on-line
medical prescription delivery services, Zoom, Skype, theatre, opera,
musicals and ballet streaming.  They can be contacted by email
theastonsonline@gmail.com or, if that's not possible, by phoning
07780 958249.  Click here to see their poster. 

Disclaimer: Please note the committee members have no personal
experience of the service being offered by Astons Online we are
therefore unable to endorse or recommend the services on offer.  If
you have experience of using Aston Online please share your
comments with our members.

Gardening tips....

https://www.barnabybugle.co.uk/
https://www.gardensillustrated.com/gardens/gardens-to-visit/virtual-garden-tours-best/
mailto:theastonsonline@gmail.com
https://mcusercontent.com/b8bfafa8e789d857957d8ec20/files/c696d736-c564-4ee9-94c1-a0a3746c84d8/Astons_Online_May_2020.pdf


Due to the recent wetter weather
many weeds are in full growth –
and some will set lots of seed.
So it pays to control them quickly
this month.

Pick flowers from the garden to
bring a bit of the outside in.
Stems last longer if conditioned,
especially flowers that droop
(such as poppies).

For sheer summer flower power,
fuchsias are hard to beat.
Discover their variety of flower
shapes and colours.

Hot dry weather means you can
mow the lawn a little less often;
this saves work and helps it stay
green for longer.

Ralph Waldo Emerson was an American essayist, poet, and
lecturer who lived from 1803-1882. Emerson believed that
nature has knowledge for man to learn, but one must be
attentive and willing to study the messages it presents.
Emerson believed in the perfection of the natural world
because it was not created by humans. This poem touches
on the greatness of nature. The bee is seen as a symbol of

https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=668


innocence, and bumblebees used to be known as 'humble
bees'. They are so intent on getting nectar that it's possible
to pet them.

The Humblebee

Burly dozing humblebee!
Where thou art is clime for me.
Let them sail for Porto Rique,
Far-off heats through seas to seek,
I will follow thee alone,
Thou animated torrid zone!
Zig-zag steerer, desert-cheerer,
Let me chase thy waving lines,
Keep me nearer, me thy hearer,
Singing over shrubs and vines.

Insect lover of the sun,
Joy of thy dominion!
Sailor of the atmosphere,
Swimmer through the waves of air,
Voyager of light and noon,
Epicurean of June,
Wait I prithee, till I come
Within ear-shot of thy hum,--
All without is martyrdom.

When the south wind, in May days,
With a net of shining haze,
Silvers the horizon wall,
And, with softness touching all,
Tints the human countenance
With a color of romance,
And, infusing subtle heats,
Turns the sod to violets,
Thou in sunny solitudes,
Rover of the underwoods,
The green silence dost displace,
With thy mellow breezy bass.

Hot midsummer's petted crone,
Sweet to me thy drowsy tune,
Telling of countless sunny hours,
Long days, and solid banks of flowers,
Of gulfs of sweetness without bound
In Indian wildernesses found,
Of Syrian peace, immortal leisure,



Firmest cheer and bird-like pleasure.

Aught unsavory or unclean,
Hath my insect never seen,
But violets and bilberry bells,
Maple sap and daffodels,
Grass with green flag half-mast high,
Succory to match the sky,
Columbine with horn of honey,
Scented fern, and agrimony,
Clover, catch fly, adders-tongue,
And brier-roses dwelt among;
All beside was unknown waste,
All was picture as he passed.

Wiser far than human seer,
Yellow-breeched philosopher!
Seeing only what is fair,
Sipping only what is sweet,
Thou dost mock at fate and care,
Leave the chaff and take the wheat,
When the fierce north-western blast
Cools sea and land so far and fast,
Thou already slumberest deep,--
Woe and want thou canst out-sleep,--
Want and woe which torture us,
Thy sleep makes ridiculous.

External links disclaimer
Throughout this newsletter you will find links to external websites.
Although we make every effort to ensure these links are accurate, up
to date and relevant, B-c-S WI cannot take responsibility for pages
maintained by external providers.

 

President:   Helen Connor
Secretary:   Anne Brooker
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