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B-c-S WI Meeting 
Tuesday 13th April 
 
In Pursuit of the Improbable

Stephen promised us a medley of interesting, amusing and unusual
wildlife stories and didn’t disappoint. He clearly has had a passion for
photographing wildlife all his life. He started as a teenager when he set
up an old Minolta camera on a tripod with a tripwire to film swallows
attacking milktop bottles. He then told us about his 11 year old
relationship filming a tawny owl in flight, trying out different ways of
capturing the ‘perfect image’. Disappointingly for him it did not win a
Countryfile prize but a great image. 

https://mailchi.mp/ff4cf32e440b/iad2pmse5u-10140897?e=[UNIQID]


He included a visit to Kenya where he filmed in caves which elephants
visited to ‘mine’ salt. On a holiday near Skye, he showed us how his
detective work with a camera discovered a pine martin was the culprit
stealing food from the bird table. Back at home he had discovered
hornets in his loft and treated us with some fascinating pictures of their
life cycle up close  - I’m not so sure I would have liked to stay in the
room next door to them! Another mystery solved with his 'night camera
set up' was – who was stealing pears from a tree up the house wall?  It
turned out to be a very acrobatic fox! 
 
A really interesting lively and enjoyable talk – details below of his
photos on cards and also if you want to view a recording of his talk.

To watch a recording of the meeting go to:
https://vimeo.com/521836085 

and use the password: Brightwell WI 
It will be available to view for 2 weeks.

 
Details of links to the Mt Elgon Foundation

and video clip of the Cave Mining Elephants can be found here 
 
 

Cards & Notelets of his stunning photographs are available
Click here for a full list 

A price list & order form can be found here 
 

Gill was the winner of our lucky dip!    
A Jam Buster mug filled with lovely chocolates are on their way to
her.

Link Up Coffee morning 
at Root One Café 
 
Monday 19th April 
10.30-12 noon 
 
We're pleased to announce the
reopening of the Root One
Café and the return of our Link

https://vimeo.com/521836085
https://mcusercontent.com/b8bfafa8e789d857957d8ec20/files/ee67ca64-4e20-4513-8ce8-e0a68e97f4f4/In_Pursuit_of_the_Improbable_follow_up_information_for_Brightwell_WI.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/b8bfafa8e789d857957d8ec20/files/610b37ef-a08d-457d-b89e-5281df12890c/Card_Collection.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/b8bfafa8e789d857957d8ec20/files/0ca14a6c-ebb7-4f5f-970f-c3db4902425c/2020_2021_Card_orders_RETAIL_v4.03.docx


Up Coffee morning - all socially
distanced of course!

 

 
Garden visit.... 
 
Rare Plant Fair - Kingston Bagpuize House, Abingdon 
Sunday 30 May 2021: 11am - 4pm 
 
Entry is by ADVANCED BOOKING only. The tickets will have hourly
allocated slots throughout the day. A booking fee applies and is
included in the ticket price. 
 
Admission 
Fair & Gardens: Adults £6.50 
 
This 18th century house is in a unique setting on the edge of The
White Horse Vale and surrounded by its beautiful garden and parkland. 
 
 Accessibility 
The grounds of the Estate include a variety of surfaces, including
cobblestones, flagstones, grass, gravel and wood. These can be
uneven and steep in places, with steps in certain areas. 
Mobility scooters are not permitted in the House but are permitted in
the grounds. 
Accessible toilet available. 
 
Refreshments 
Refreshments will be available on the lawns to the front of Kingston
Bagpuize House.
 
To register your interest in attending please email 
 

Ticket subject to availability and cancellation should
government guidance change.

Gardening tips....

mailto:brightwellcumsotwellwi@gmail.com?subject=Rare%20Plant%20Fair%20-%20Sunday%2030th%20May%20Kingston%20Bagpuize


You can direct sow a colourful
mix of hardy annuals now.
Include calendula, cerinthe,
cornflowers, larkspur, sunflowers
and poppies. They tolerate light
frost.

Reseed or repair bare patches in
your lawn while the weather is
still damp and cool. Protect the
new grass from trampling and
water it regularly while it gets
established. 

External links disclaimer
Throughout this newsletter you may find links to external websites.
Although we make every effort to ensure these links are accurate, up
to date and relevant, B-c-S WI cannot take responsibility for pages
maintained by external providers.
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